Biographies of West Virginia statehood leaders were prepared by Marshall University
Humanities Program graduate students enrolled in Dr. Billy Joe Peyton’s Fall 2010

“Historical Studies” class at Marshall’s South Charleston campus.

By Wesley A. Kuemmel

Richard Locke Brooks:

Richard L. Brooks was born in Tazewell County on December 5, 1810. (Society;
Cutright, Maxwell and Brooks) He was a direct descendant of English philosopher John
Locke. Brooks attempted many occupations, including farming, tanning, coopering,
carpentry and teaching before settling into the ministry of the Methodist Episcopal
church. Reverend Brooks represented Upshur County at the West Virginia Constitutional
Convention and was an early advocate of free education. He retired from the ministry in
1861 and died in September 1895. (West Virginia. et al.) Brooks was buried in the

Brooks-Crites Cemetery in Alexander, Upshur County. (Lane)
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