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THOMAS WILLOUGHBY HARRISON was born on October 28, 1824 at
Clarksburg, [West] Virginia where he received his early education at the Randolph
Academy. He later studied law with his father, Judge William A. Harrison who
eventually became one of the first judges of the Supreme Court of Appeals in West
Virginia. At the age of twenty-one he was admitted to the bar. He succeeded his father
as judge of the circuit court, made up of Marion, Harris and Barbour Counties.
Randolph County was added and the name of the circuit was changed to the Fourth

Circuit. He served in that position until Charles S. Lewis took over on January 1, 1873.

Thomas married Mary Platt Robertson on October 30, 1848. Six years later, her
sister, Julia Augusta Robertson, married Francis H. Pierpont. They were members of the
Presbyterian Church and they opened their home at “Broad Oaks,” for entertaining. They

were known for their hospitality.
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