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Benjamin Franklin Stewart:

Born 1809 in New York, Benjamin Stewart came to Wood County as a young man. He
owned several businesses in Wirt County, including shoe mending and watch and clock
repair. He owned a general store and served as a notary public in Newark, West Virginia
and had minor real estate holdings in the town. Stewart represented Wirt County at the
First Constitutional Convention, and served as deputy Provost Marshal of the First
Congressional District of West Virginia. In this post he was subject to personal danger,
as his duty was to deal with deserters and parolees in a community with strong
Confederate leanings. His store was looted by rebel sympathizers and Stewart escaped
with his life only by hiding in the attic of a neighboring house. He died in 1892 and was

buried in Fought Cemetery, Newark, Wirt County. (West Virginia. et al., 95-96)
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