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Peter Godwin Van Winkle:

Peter G. Van Winkle was born in New York City on September 7, 1808, and came to
Wood County in 1835, marrying into the prominent Rathbone family. Van Winkle
practiced law in Parkersburg and served as a trustee to the growing city. He also held
executive offices with the Northwestern Virginia Railroad that connected Parkersburg

with the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad. (Congress)

Van Winkle represented Wood County at both the Second Wheeling Convention and the
Constitutional Convention. After West Virginia statehood, Van Winkle was elected to
the United States Senate. His most famous act while senator came during the
impeachment of President Andrew Johnson when Van Winkle cast the only Republican
vote against impeachment. He died on April 15, 1872 and was buried in Riverview

Cemetery in Parkersburg. (Crutchfield)
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