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ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY

Cuar. 10.—An ACT for the Abolishment of Slavery in this State.
Passed Fobruary 3, 1863
Be it enacted by the Legislature of West Virginia:
1. All persons held to service or labor as slaves in this state, are
hereby declared free.
2. There shall hereafter be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude
in this State, except in punishment’for crime, whereof the party shall

have been duly convicted.

On February 3, 1865, the West Virginia Legislature passed an act

abolishing slavery in the state.

CSO: SS.8.22, ELA.8.20, ELA.8.21
Investigate the Document: (Acts of Legislature, 1865; Wheeling Intelligencer, Feb. 2, 1865)
1. What percentage of the states had to agree to support the abolishment of slavery for the 13"
amendment to be ratified?

2. Using your own words, describe the atmosphere in the galleries following the announcement of the
vote that confirmed the passage of the 13" amendment.

3. “The children of slaves born within the limits of this State after the fourth day of July, eighteen
hundred and sixty-three, shall be free; and all slaves within the said State who shall, at the time
aforesaid, be under the age of ten years, shall be free when they arrive at the age of twenty-one
years; and all slaves over ten and under twenty-one years, shall be free when they arrive at the age of
twenty-five years; and no slave shall be permitted to come into the State for permanent residence
therein.” This passage, cited in the article, is a reference to this supplementary bill that paved the
road to statehood for West Virginia a few years prior, in 1863. Does this legislation provide freedom
for all enslaved people in West Virginia? If not, who was excluded?

Think Critically: Think Critically: Why do you think the Emancipation Proclamation freed only those
slaves living in the Confederate States? Why did the Emancipation Proclamation not apply to slaves living in
West Virginia? Which constitutional amendment abolished slavery in the United States? What two additional
amendments radically enhanced the rights of African Americans in the aftermath of the Civil War? What was
the system of state and local laws adopted in the aftermath of these constitutional amendments that were
designed to enforce racial segregation in the southern United States?

e Essay: (400-500 words) Use the following prompts to complete the essay on slavery.

o Why did slavery in the United States last so long? Why was the South slower than the North
to relinquish the practice of slavery? How did the Dred Scott Decision and John Brown’s Raid
on Harpers Ferry inflame sectional tensions? Was slavery the cause of the Civil War? Do
regional and political tensions exist today like those in the 19" century?
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sbolishidg Blavery (bro
Bustes. It pasped the House by the deei- |
ded vote of 119 yeas to 56 says. It passedy
the Benste last session by sn equally |
decided vole. The smendment has mow ||

Bistes, and it will then ln-'utd‘. |

that was

its to bear on the pas-

of the smendment pro-
h.lcdu slavery, and that its suocess was

3 packed
galleries and lobbies, flooded the reporter's
gallery with ladies, sad overflowed into all
the wacant spaces on the floor. Appeals
were made, as ueoal, from the Democratic
side to bave the vote postponed, and there
were implied threats of fillibusteriog ubless
furtoss dulagraad ing Desggarste ‘pionty

er delay, and the wisely
resolved to sabmit o ta

“The fival snnouncement of the vole was
the for a whirlwiod of appleunss,
wholly unprecedented in congressional an-
nals. The galleries lod off, giviog cheer
after cheer; members on the floor then
joived in shouting, throwiog wp their hats
sad clapping their bands, while the ladies
in the galleries waved their handkerchiefs,
snd the very on the floor joined in
the demonsirstions of delight. The Dem-
ocrais bad been very fiercein theirdemsnds
for order, when there had been some.sp-
planse over the affirmative votes of some
of their own sumber, and had very lmpe-
riously demanded the enforcement of the
rules, but the storm of spplause that now
swept through the chamber was too much
to résist, and so they sat silent and solemn
in their seats, |

l

“Amid sll the rejoiciogs it is now earn-
eatly hoped that the Legislatures, parucu.
larly those of the great leadiog BStates,

“will promptly take up the smendment

snd pass it ogh without delay. Tbhe
effect of prompt action in tl‘::"prsnc shape
of the peace negotiations will be particu
larly valuable, and the Union leaders here
bope before the end of the week to hear of
decisive action from. New York M{l-
vaois, Obio, snd the other lmihmu.’

Almost colocident with the psessge

“sbrough Oongress of the amendment above

reterred 1o, our Houseof Delegates yester-
day pessed & bill supplementary, we may
aay, to our Constitudion, foreverakolishing
every vestige of slavery in this State. CWe

" say supplementary, slthough the bill is in-

dependent of the coustitutional provision
countained {p section Tth of sriiclellith, snd
in no wise canflicts wlﬁ_ it In our judge.
ment and in the judgentoat of & majority of
the House, and conseqaently does not go
before the people for ratification. Section’
Tih, as our readers are aware, contaios th
congressional amendment to our conatitu:
tion as it st come ffom the Constitatl
Coavention, providiog for the grad
emancipstion of slaves ander certain ages,
aud is as follows : : e

“The children of all slaves bors “within ‘
the limits of this Btate afier the Fourth day |
ot July 1863, shall be fred ; and all slaves
withia the said State who sbhall, at the

time Moresaid, be Mnder the age of ten
yoars, shall be f o they arrive at the
age of twenty years ; and all slaves

over ten snd uodes tweoty one yesrs, shall
be free whea they Arrive st the age of twen-

© ty five yoars; and no slave shall be per-

mitted to come iato the Siate for perma-
neot residence therein.” = . 144

Oar qin-‘uy of House proceedings
this ‘moraing will, show the general drift
of opinion in that body as to the pow-
or of the legislatare ia regard to farther
eaactments on the subject of slavery in
this state, The bill passed yesterday was

tbe same offered by Mr. Ferguson s fow
days ago aod is asfollows: :



by (he 1 of Weat
Virginia: 1. All persons held 1o eervice
or_labor as slaves in this State are hereby
deelap . _ -

2. There shall be q&\a x|
very m-m“u ha&,
except in punishment. of erime, whereof
the party have been duly convicted.

This s ont (he remosit of sle-
very ﬁmtmmd blow.: “!\ ‘wis'
not offered or passed se an amendment to
the constitution. The constitation simply
persons of certain ages-shall mot be be
‘slaves aud makes no, sasgtment at-alt o
regard to those supposed to be left insls-'
very for life. ' Had the constitution been
eatirely silet on slavery Mr, Perguson's
bill would bave besa undisputedly proper’
and operative, for the powers of the legisla-
tare “are only ‘restricted by the conti-

* tution, Because it was _bot silent, how:
ever, snd becausd it presoribed a limit
to] the bondags of certaln slaves  thers

are some who comstrae the Tih section to
be negatively an enactment  eoslaving
for life il other slavés. There Is some
forse ia tbis construction we admit—
We reaily soppose that it was la the con-
templation not asly of Congress but of our
Coaven that those who were nof

not say say l‘n’ﬂ-‘t

tion of sladery, aad the v
0o provision .b” y
existence of sach frit ..L,.:w ‘Lm
soderstand this ‘ ;T; ».qoes-.
on of et s dncopneted wlk g
techuicalities.  We sl know thet it was
'.. .“u “ WY FLS W TSRS e ‘
i Biare o be i o sterr, acd o i
spirit section Tth the
stitation” nud 'rafified | oF the

what the pe and

it
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H
H
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considerstion. :
The following resolutions were referred :
By Mr. Farvsworth : To _ioquire into the
pediency of ch the Mosoogahels

county, by Morgantown, Fairmont, Clarks-
and Buckbannon, to conneot with the

b
g::fnmn& Obio Railroad, near Lewis-




; inq
dieoey of previd that the Recorders’
Courts for hohl:o. be kept open at all
By Mr. Maxwell: To inquire into the ex-
suthorisiog the clerk of town-

of au
to take the bonds of, and administer
m&nhmﬂm ofroads, -

(The President presented an invitation
from the oitisens of Whesliog to the mem-
bers to attend & festival, to be given to
Major General Heinisleman at Wasbington
Hall on Thamn)lng. The 10vitation
was cordia A ’

Aﬂouu:.

HOUSE OF DELEGATES.
; Wapnnspay, Feb, 1, 1865,

The House was opened with prayer by
the Rev, Mr. Blakeoy.

The Houss bill makiog av appropriation
to discharge the liabilities of the West Va.
swbt the insane, was read a third

oy aill o Sl

The House dill for the abolishment of
slavery in t&':hu. was read a third time

Ir”;nrhk that im of the slaves

declared free they will bave to be provided
for in some way. It was merely a ques-
tion of bumsnity. His own servaots—all
who were efficient—went off in *62, leaving
‘only two old sod iofirm slaves. One of
these became infatoated with freedom not
long since. The speaker fitted her out and
:lho went to (‘):.lo.u&o mb:!no:.t: a l;:rt

me, sayiog once belonged to Gov.
:ﬂu. and had met wish no sort of respect

Me. Keller belioved sla was & onrse
to the nation, but be dida’t believe it was
Competent or constitutional for the Legis-
lature to pass the bill, for we have no right
to take private property for public use
witbont just oonpgnqcﬂgn., :ﬂm de
was nuot willlng to be taxed for the support
of negroes that the slavebolders had work-
od to death .

Mr. Downey bad decided in his own
mind to vote against the bill, There were
features in it that he did not like. He had
:'un toslavery all hlou;ll:, :l.:h b:d

ways op to meddling %
He said numrlcht to take the pro-
perty of aoy man, without sation,
BJ‘uu there were men in'the House, and
out of it, who would denotnce him ass
Oopperbead; bat he oppt the bill con-
scientiously., As had' well remarked,
:? the old and iofirm'servants remain,

‘they will be well treated by their mas-
ters, who are bound to take care of them,
Mr. Dowaey, in conelusion, alluded to s
negro boy who kad ran off from Fairmoot,
and returned recently to that place, remar-
ktnq that the people of Obio did not know

Bowto treat & Virginia geotleman.

. Mr. Holman said that the boy alluded to
came back becavse he thought be wes free,
:::uur.'nnhl, haviog ia lh meantime,

Mr. Adame opposea the bill on account
of its ncoonstitutionality. It would be de-
d void by the supreme court of the

i
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ject. He admitted thatslsvery was prec-

tically dead in the State, but we still bave
sll the odium of the institution and none
of its benefits. We should therefore get
possible and the
bill was the speadiest and best way to do
it. The institation is driviag capital and
energy out of the Staie and we should not

cling to it » day longer.

Mr. Patrick said he bad been an advocate
of thegradaal abolition of siavery for thirty
years. Heonly spoke now as to the ex.
pediency of adopting this measure st this
time. - He bad no bt of the power of
the L to pass the bill. ;

Mr. b ssid the members bad had sm-
ple time o examine the subject and be did
oot suppose any vote cohld be changed by
saythiog that might be said. It was not
s question as to the right or wrong of
slavery. It was not a question as to
whether.we should get tid of the instita-
tion. Nobody doubts that. The question
is whether it is proper for us ubder the Con-
stitation and our oaths td pass the messure
in the shape in which it is Jpresented to
us, Mr. Lamb sliuded to the sestion of
the Constitution which defined and re-
stricted the right of suffrage. It provided
that “white male citiseos” &e., 1d be
entitled to vote, thereby plainly prohibit.
Siireisiog: the Tgvh. . Th thbs. Teapest 1

o respect it
was precisely like the seventh section in
regard to slavery,'which provides that cer-
tain slaves sball be huuoochlni?o. the
afirmative implying & degative, It was
true that a siogle case would settle the
Coostitutionality of the question before the
Bupreme Court, but we could settle it much
more readily snd surely by a constitutional
smendment. As to the expressvd
that the rebels -::ldoo-. back and vote
the proposition down before the people,
that matter would not be mended by the

ofthe bill. If the rebels ever get
this power they will hive the power to
send men to our Legislatare to wipe out
the bill from the statate book.

Mr, Fergueon replied to the parallel ran
by Mr. Lamb in the remarks of that gen-
uemaan, between the constitutional provis.
ion a8 to the right of saffrage and as to
slavery. Because the constitation provides
that slavery shall be abolished in a certain
way, is no argument that it shall not be
done ia any other way. If the constitation
had ntended to (asten slavery npoan the in-
fant State, it would bave said so ia plain
terms. ¢ !

Mr, Gof"'announced bis intention to vote
sgalost the bill, becanse he believed it to
be aocoostitational. He had been accused
for thirty-Gve years of being an aboli-
tioniet, If he were the sutoorat of all
America, be would wipe the word slavery
from all our statute books, but he was not
sufficieatly cldar as to the legality of the
bill, and could not vote for if.
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Mr. Bcott spoke with reference to the :
congtitutionsiity of the bill and ssid be  Rosdssad Intersal]
stould voie for the measure before the ' *XP®
House. He waa patisiied of the competency 4 {
of the Legislature to act in the premises, Me. rnl.ulh
o bpanyphorflon b pioh kbl o o o BT R
on Q en- e & .
terprise and capital, and in developing the _ Mr. from the mm‘;
resources of the State. If there was any J:u“ m .
doubt upon the subject we should give  jusucevions “the laws of the
those who need freedom the benefit of it. M'ﬁm
The question was then taken upon the - Mr. Ferguson, from the Committee on the

passage of the with Ji , reported a bill to prohibit rebels
salt: .. bm' b A trom Sohts from loyel cltisens.
‘ On motion, the Hoase

Yeas —Boggs, Oasto, Oox, Crooks
Dyche, l’u.uuéﬂunn&.j thxl'on , Gil-
mere, Gorrell, Greggory, B-m h-
man, Holmsa, Little, Lough, Mi.
cbael, MoWhorter, Patrick, Riddle, Boott,
Begur, Smith, of Hasoock, Bmith, of Berke-
ley, Trainor, Wells, Wilson, sod (Mr.
'Op-hr) Kramer,—329. :

N Bonar, Osther, Goff,
w.;w. Kyle, ' Lamb,
McGrow, Parks, Peterson, Phares, Pianell,
Wy Van Wiokle—17, - |
—Mesars. Al y Barne, Cas-
saday, (has 0ot yet taken seat) Hyer,
a0 Dowaes piicot o wiik s Doy
o frietid of iie bill who was abesnt. |

Hf

' The Speaker read p'u::..fnn the Com-




