
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

February 3 

On February 3, 1865, the West Virginia Legislature passed an act 

abolishing slavery in the state. 

 CSO: SS.8.22, ELA.8.20, ELA.8.21 

Investigate the Document: (Acts of Legislature, 1865; Wheeling Intelligencer, Feb. 2, 1865) 

1. What percentage of the states had to agree to support the abolishment of slavery for the 13th 

amendment to be ratified?  

 

2. Using your own words, describe the atmosphere in the galleries following the announcement of the 

vote that confirmed the passage of the 13th amendment.  

 

3. “The children of slaves born within the limits of this State after the fourth day of July, eighteen 

hundred and sixty-three, shall be free; and all slaves within the said State who shall, at the time 

aforesaid, be under the age of ten years, shall be free when they arrive at the age of twenty-one 

years; and all slaves over ten and under twenty-one years, shall be free when they arrive at the age of 

twenty-five years; and no slave shall be permitted to come into the State for permanent residence 

therein.” This passage, cited in the article, is a reference to this supplementary bill that paved the 

road to statehood for West Virginia a few years prior, in 1863. Does this legislation provide freedom 

for all enslaved people in West Virginia? If not, who was excluded? 

 

Think Critically: Think Critically: Why do you think the Emancipation Proclamation freed only those 

slaves living in the Confederate States? Why did the Emancipation Proclamation not apply to slaves living in 

West Virginia? Which constitutional amendment abolished slavery in the United States? What two additional 

amendments radically enhanced the rights of African Americans in the aftermath of the Civil War? What was 

the system of state and local laws adopted in the aftermath of these constitutional amendments that were 

designed to enforce racial segregation in the southern United States? 

• Essay: (400-500 words) Use the following prompts to complete the essay on slavery. 

o Why did slavery in the United States last so long? Why was the South slower than the North 

to relinquish the practice of slavery? How did the Dred Scott Decision and John Brown’s Raid 

on Harpers Ferry inflame sectional tensions? Was slavery the cause of the Civil War? Do 

regional and political tensions exist today like those in the 19th century?  

 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 


