
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

March 3 

On March 3, 1791, Congress passed a federal excise tax on whiskey, 

which led to the Whiskey Rebellion. 

 CSO: SS.8.21, ELA.8.1, ELA.8.5 

Investigate the Document: (Calendar of Virginia State Papers, Vol VII, p. 265-268) 

1. Summarize in your own words the Proclamation by the Governor of Virginia (2-3 sentences). What 

issue(s) is the government facing in the aftermath of the whiskey tax? What does he proclaim is 

necessary to combat these issues? 

 

2. Are the expressed convictions of the governor consistent with actual observable actions of the 

Virginia populace? Cite a specific passage where the governor states his beliefs about the banditti’s 

intentions. 

 

3. How did the Monongalia County tax collector responsible for collecting the excise on whiskey feel 

about his well-being? What was he eventually forced to do?  

 

4. According to the document, what might happen in the Ohio Country if the rebellion was not snuffed 

out in neighboring Pennsylvania?  

 

Think Critically: What can you learn from firsthand accounts of historical events that you cannot learn 

through other means? What are the broader implications of the Whiskey Rebellion? What was the purpose of 

the whiskey tax? Why did distillers’ rebel against it? 

 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

  



 


