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Temporary Closing of FMC
Ordered; 1,200 Affected

On March 9, 1977, U. S. District Judge Charles Haden issued a ten-day
restraining order to the FMC Corporation to cease operation of the

South Charleston plant's carbon tetrachloride unit.

CS0O:SS.8.9, ELA.8.1, ELA.8.5 ELA.8.21, ELA.8.26, ELA.8.27

Investigate the Document: (Charleston Daily Mail, March 10, 1977)
1. Provide a brief outline of the main ideas presented in the news article. Cite three facts that the writer

provided.

2. What did you find to be the most important information found in the article?

3. Why did the federal court issue a 10-day restraining order to the FMC Corporation's tetrachloride
unit? What was the public safety concern in the area?

Think Critically: What was the magnitude of the event in the article? What was the impact? Where did it
reach in the news International, national, or local?

e Essay: Find a news article, journal, or digital source where economic or public safety issue(s) are
involved with a West Virginia-based industry. Write your own news article describing the events in
your source, using YOUR OWN WORDS (400-500 words).
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FMC Trying To-Avert
Spill-Triggered Layoffs

Hy BOB KITTLE

Virtually ihe entite plant is depend
Of The Daily Myit Statt

ent on carbon et production, sveonding
1o an FMC spokearnan, who 1aid most

FMC Cotp. was negotiating today
with the 11 § Eavironmental Protec
fion Agency to avert fayolfs of 18
workers a1 i3 South Uharleston plant in
the wake of 2 federal cotrt order halt-
o profurtive of varbon tettachioride

employes eould be tenporartly out of

mib«umdtkwmm e

§ District Judge Charies Haden
yezwmry msved & 10day restraimng
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ted weit until safeguards are adopled to
prevent further chemical spills.

Last rouath, tarbon (el dischiarges in
Hanawha Hivey twice threatened drink
ing water of population centers alomg
the Ohio River

A report fron the company that
Judge Haden moditied the vrder late
fast might to aliow partisd operatios of
the unit, pending discassions betwemn
FMC and EPA proved 1o be invorrect

~Lnvestigation at the FMC plant indi-
cales that addifions] pills might ovcur
uniesy remetial sction s Laken imme.
distedy " un EPA spodesman in Phils
delphix said this movning

Meanwhile the Siate Health Depant-
ment reported today thatl EPA sam-

laken frora the Kuvawia River
after tiw lates! pili Toesdsy. containedt
{ive th seven parts per billion of carbon
¢y were Laken

fow” and added the EPA tonsiders 30
parts per biltion fhwe threshold level foc
mmmm

dumage. . We are worried aboui the
iong-cunge impaet of exposwre to te
vhemical,! EVPA spokesmay Dick
Chian said,

Haden issued the temporaty order
under ermergency of the fed-
eral Safe Water Drinking Att. The ol
ity wus thy first titme the emergency

hasbemwmdwm
epacted in 1974, Chlan added.
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FMC WORKERS LEAVE PLANT THIS MORNING
Court Ovder lexned Under Safe Water Act Provisioas
- - Dy bl Phate by Cnar Heowse

Continued From Page One

In handing down the order, Haden
sakd be was concerned about the health
of the 1.28 million people whose drink-
ing water comes from the Ohio. The
{ederal judge sald the plant appeared Lo
be in a state of disrepair which may
have contribuled to the leaks

Persons who drink alcobol regularly
or consume barbiturates are especially
susceptible to ili effects of the chemi-
cal, according to Chlan

The EPA also is seeking a permanent

' injunction Lo ban carbon tet production

until adequate safeguards are taken lo

 assure no more accidental discharges of
. the chemical, which has cagsed cancer
' in laboratory
. that request will be held March 18

animals. A hearing on

before Judge Haden in Parkersburg
Jeti Mitier, director of the federal

\ agency's enforcement division in Wash-

ington, said findings by EPA investiga-
tors during the pagt two weeks revealed

' that piping. plambing and tanks used in
; the varbon tet unit are potentially un-

safe

“Because of age and poor repair, we
found rusted and patched tanks and
plumbing which was in very bad shape
It was our conclusion that emergency
court action was the only way o pro-
tect the health of people downstream.”
Miller said

A spill of 6.000 pounds of carbon tet
21 the plant last month occurred when a

FMC

patch on 2 storage tank erupted, inves-
tigators learned, according to Miller

FMC ack another spill of
about 500 pounds Tuesday. The firm
has a repeated history of carbon tel
spille, including 20 reported to the De-
partment of Natural Resources during
the past two years, Chlan said

The EPA spokesman termed the lat-
est spill “"the straw that broke the cam-
el's back, but not the ptime factor in
seeking court action.”

Judge Haden has not yet acted on an
FPA request that FMC be forced lo
employe an independent registered en-
gineer to inspect the plamt and make
binding recommendations to prevent
discharges into the river.

FMC spokesman Bill Currey lssved a
statemnent saying, “We are convinted,
through extensive investigation, that
this extreme action was unnecessary.
Unfortunately, the sensationalism sur-
rounding recent events has so faY elimi-
nated the opportunity for the facts on
both sides of the issue 1o be discussed
in a calm and open lashion

“FMC also remains convinced that
the health of residents of the Kanawha
and Ohio valleys has not been jeopard-
ized, and believes it should be 2 top
priority of all concerned parties, both
government and private. to reassure
the citizens of that fact ”

There were no layoffs today, howev
er, and Currey could not say when. if
ever . workers would be laid off



