WV N .
A &H West Virginia Archives and History

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY
MARCH 13

West Virginia
State Archives

Capitol Annex Building, used as the
Charleston Public Library

On March 13, 1928, three African American residents of Kanawha

County were refused admittance to the Charleston Public Library.

CS0:SS.8.24, ELA8.1, ELA.8.4,ELA8.21
Investigate the Document: (Report of Cases determined by the Supreme Court of Appeals of West
Virginia from September 11, 1928, to February 19, 1929. Vol. 106. Charleston: Jarrett Printing
Company, 1929)
1. What was the circuit court's rationale for not allowing African Americans to use the Charleston
Public Library?

2. Which passage best reflects the argument made by the Supreme Court in overturning the circuit
court?

3. Did you find any other examples of Jim Crow laws mentioned in the court documents? If so, what?

4. All races were welcomed into the Charleston Public Library per the Supreme Court ruling so long
as....

Think Critically: (Essay 250-300 words) Write an essay on Jim Crow laws by answering the following
questions: What are Jim Crow Laws? In what ways were blacks and whites separated in society? Do you feel
discrimination exists today? In what ways?
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The circuit court in ite ruling adopted the contention
of the respomdents that the Charleston Public Library estab-
lished and maintained in the Capitol Annex Building is a part
of the public schoé, gsystem of the Charleston Independent
School District, and as such majy be limited in its use to he
"Wnite school children and white citizens." 1In view of section
62, Chppter 45 of the Uode, providing for the establishment
and maintanance of school libraries by the Boards of Education
of every district and independent districts , it cannot be said
that the Legislature intended to establish a school library in
the passage of the several special acts providing for thé
establishment and maintenance of a public libraky. The mere
designation of a Board of Education as the agency to establish,
meintain amd control a public library does not convert id into
a school library or make it a part of te public school system.
As an illustration, a ministerial act does not become a judicial
act when performed by a judicial officer.

A public library is a library to which the general public
has free access, 32 Cyc., 1248, It is said, however, that
the maintenance of a public library for the joint use of white
and colored citizens would be inconsistent with the public
policy of the state, established by its laws, institutions,
custom$, pzactices and traditions, of separating the races; and
that in keeping with this policy, the legislative actls, undey
consideratien, should be construed so as to uphold@ the action
of the board in denying To Negroes the use of the Charleston
Public Library. In other words, it is contended that the
Legislature meant to provide for the establishment of a school
wibrary, which should be under the control of the board of

education as a part of the public school system, and not a

it
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ducotion also on the ground that the governing body of the

public ldbrary #¥ mey in the emcerciee of ihe po power of the
State limit its use to "White scl ool children and white civiz ense"
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