
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

April 11 

On April 11, 1908, coal operator Samuel Dixon and six other men 

were indicted by a federal grand jury sitting in Huntington on charges 

of peonage and conspiracy. 

CSO: SS.8.23, ELA.8.1, ELA.8.4 

Investigate the Document: (West Virginia History, “A Temptation to Lawlessness,” Kenneth R. Bailey, 

Volume 50, 1991) 

    1. Where did the immigration commissioner advertise to attract immigrants to West Virginia following the 

Civil War? In what industries did labor agents reach out to attract African Americans? 

 

    2. It is well known that African Americans following the Civil War were escaping the shackles of slavery, 

but less known that Europeans were fleeing feudal serfdom in their home countries. What is feudal 

serfdom?  

 

    3. What similarities are there between peonage and chattel slavery?  

 

    4. What prompted an investigation into peonage in West Virginia during the early-twentieth century?  

 

    5. Under what charges were employees of the Raleigh Lumber Company arrested?  

 

    6. The article cites a letter from a coal operator to the state of West Virginia. This letter suggests offering 

“inducements” to “suitable” immigrants from where? What is cited as the cause for this suggestion? 

 

Think Critically: Summarize the illegalities found at the Raleigh County Lumber Company and describe 

the grievances that the employees had against their employer. Was the relationship between operators and 

employees often combative prior to the passage of many modern labor laws? Are there other instances in 

West Virginia history where the relationship between operator and employee has been hostile? 

 

 



 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 


