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Drawing of Pavement Patented by Modicai Levi

Mordicai Levi of Charleston, who is credited with inventing the first

brick pavement in the United States, was granted a patent for the
process on April 23, 1889.

CS0:SS.8.24, ELA8.1
Investigate the Document: (Patent For First Brick Street; Letter to Centennial Commission of West
Virginia, Ms80-214)
1. Which Charleston street was the first to be paved with brick?

2. What were the conditions of many roads and streets around the county prior to brick pavement?
3. In what year did Mordecai Levi pave the first street in Charleston?

Think Critically: What is the significance of Levi's patent to the evolution of transportation?
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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

MORBDICAL LEVL OF CHABRLERTON, WEST VIgGINIA

L 2
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June 7, 1962

Centennial Commission of West Virginia
State Capitol
Charleston, West Virginia

Dear Sirs:

I thought you might be interested in the following, which is
a "First''. The Thformation below has been told in old Charleston
newspapers at the time of the laying of the first brick pavement on
Summer's Street, and has been retold through the years. The method
of laying the first brick pavement in the U. S. was invented by Mr.
M. Levi, a Charlestonian, and a piece of it was first laid on Summers
Street in 1870, as an experiment. In 1873 the entire block was paved
by this method (between Va. and Kanawha Sts. on Summers), and Mr.
Levi was also the contractor. Dr. Hale, his business associate for
many years here, financed the paving, by public subscription. (Il am
sure Dr. Hale, who was the promoter in the business partnership, not
the inventor, would not have wished to get the credit for inventing
said brick paving method, but he sometimes is given credit, mistakenly
because he financed it). Mr. M. Levi's son, Mr. Plus 2. Levi, is
still living in Charleston and is ninety years old).

There have been several rather recent newspaper stories: one
by Mr. Maginnis was in the Charleston Gazette of October Lth, 1953
and reviewed the first brick pavement and told that M. Levi invented
it. The article was entitled, '""Story of the Streets, Out of the Mud'.
Mr. Maginnis also told of how a reproduction of the paving method
which was invented by M. Levi and laid on Summers Street, was exhibi=-
ted as late as 1933 at the Century of Progress Exposition held in
Chicago, Illinois, after having been first verified by the National
Research Council as being the first brick pavement ever laid in the
U. S. and its inventor as being Mr. Mordecai Levi, who laid it first
on Summers Street in Charleston, W. Va. The bricks and a copy of the
original Patent Grant were from the collection of Dr. Roy Bird Cook,
of Charleston.

he original patent for the paving method invented by M. Levi
is in the possession of a grand-daughter of Mr. Levi, Mrs. Robt.
Cassady of Charleston. It bears the official seal of the U. S. Pa-
tent Office in Washington, D. C. and is signed by the Assistant
Secretary of the Interior, and the Commissioner of Patents. It
'grants to Mordecai Levi and his heirs or assigns for the term of
seventeen years from the twenty-third day of April, one thousand
eight hundred and eighty-nine, the exclusive right to make, use, and
vend the said invention throughout the United States and the Terri-
tories thereof''. The page facing describes the method of paving in
detail, and there is also a drawing of a cross-section of the pave-
ment. The patent number is 401.752.
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Another newspaper story on August 13, 1939, reviewed the
paving of the first brick street in the U. S., under the heading
"'First Brick Pavement Laid in City'". This article is by Mr. George
Summers of the Charleston Daily Mail, and states that '"Mr. Levi in-
vented a brick street paving and superintended the laying in Sum-
mers Street, it being the first block of such paving in history'.
He also assisted in building the first State Capitol in Charleston,
and the Hale House; the latter in its time the largest and finest
hotel in the state. He was the first superintendent of the Char-
leston Water Works'. Mr. Summers goes on to recount: ''The first
attempt to build a hard-surfaced street in Charleston was when ....
the block of Summers Street between Kanawha and Virginia was paved
with brick in the fall of 1873. And it was the first brick street
paving laid in the history of the world'. He continues: 'The sy-
stem of paving was devised by Mordecai Levi, close business asso-
ciate of Dr. John Hale, who financed it'". 'The block of paving was
laid on Levi's plans with Levi directing the work and Hale bearing
the expense''. The street paving was by no means the only work of
public improvement in which Dr. Hale and Mr. Levi were associated.
Charleston's first Capitol, and also the Hale House were built of
the same partnership with Mr. Levi as contractor''. ‘'Mr. Levi built
the Hale House in 91 days, after contractors in the East had said
it would take them six months ... and this saved the Capitol for
Charleston''. (In 1871 the capitol of West Virginia was being re-
turned from Wheeling to Charleston and the legislators were demand-
ing better hotel accomodations than were available in Charleston).
"Mr. Levi superintended the construction for Dr. Hale, who financed
these structures. To Levi as builder, as well as to Dr. Hale,
Charleston owes much today''. 'Mr. Levi was for many years, super-
intendent of the Charleston Water Works System. He built the mech-
anical part and installed the Levi High Pressure Filter, a great
improvement on earlier methods of filtration for the city water
supply'. '"Mr. Levi was also associated in brick making with Dr.
Hale''.

| repeat: The first, and experimental, paving (invented by
M. Levi) was laid in 1870 by him, with Dr. Hale applying to the
city council for permission to lay it at his own expense. This
was on Summers Street, in front of Gates Paint Store, and the pav-
ing of the block by this method was completed in 1873. Later M.
Levi obtained a patent for his invention, this was after he im-
proved the method by changing the way of preparing the planks used
under the bricks and sand.

I have sought to bring you the facts from old newspapers,
and from more recent reviews in newspapers here, of the invention.
Also to call attention to the fact that it was exhibited at the
Chicago Fair in 1933 after first being verified by the National Re=
search Council as being the first brick pavement laid in the U. S.
and its inventor as M. Levi. A cross section of the paving was
shown, with some of the original bricks. (Collection of Dr. Roy
Bird Cook).
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| hoped the invention would be of interest and would be pre-
sented as a "First" at our own West Virginia Centennial. (I have
copies of the original Patent Grant, one of which | shall enclose).

Sincerely,

Nancy Wilson Cassady
(Mrs. Robert Cassady)
2218 E. Washington Street
Charleston, West Virginia

June 7,1962




WV N .
A &H West Virginia Archives and History




