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ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY
APRIL 27
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On April 27, 1871, West Virginia voters approved the Flick Amendment,
which restored voting rights to former Confederate supporters.

CS0: SS.8.23,SS.8.4
Investigate the Document: (Attorney General, Fifteenth Amendment, Arl724, 37; Senate Joint
Resolution No. 6, Flick Amendment, Arl1725, 170; Governor's Proclamation, Flick Amendment,
Arl725, 170)

1. What word was replaced with “male” in the amended version of the Flick Amendment? For what
reason?

2. What is the result of any state law which contradicts the U.S. Constitution? What clause within the
Constitution confirms that Federal law is the “supreme law of the land?”

3. How would you summarize the opinion of the Attorney General regarding the inquiry of Governor
Stevenson?

Think Critically: Considering the 15th Amendment assured the voting rights of African Americans; the
Flick Amendment ironically became centered around the re-enfranchisement of whom? How do you think
the re-enfranchisement of these individuals should have been handled? Over a period of time? Immediately?

Both Democrats and Republicans had to concede something they did not wish to concede for the revision of
the Flick Amendment—what were the concessions of each party?
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