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ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY
AucusT 12

On August 12, 1968, the federal trial of former Governor William Wallace
Barron and five other men, charged with conspiracy to engage in bribery in
connection with state government contracts, began in Charleston.

CS0: 55.8.25
Investigate the Document: (Ar1556, William W. Barron Papers, 1945 — 1970, Inaugural Address, 1961)

1. In Governor Baron’s inaugural address, he states that the employment of men in the coal mines had
dropped from to in the past decade.

2. What does Governor Baron allude to as the reason for the lost coal jobs?
3. The 1960 census indicated that West Virginia had lost % of its population since 1950.

Think Critically: What is bribery? What eventually happened with the charges against Governor Barron?
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ADDRESS
N -- WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18, 1961

UNDERWOOD, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN}

challenge of

It is with somewhat mixed emotions that 1 accept the

§~£¢h office,

I am pleased, of course, as any resident of our state would be,
fellow West Virginians have found it in their hearts to grant me

i?truot, their confidence and their faith, The great honor you have
d upon me is formally acknowledged this day in reverence and with a

"Qot deep appreciation,

constant source of inspiration, and

My wife, Opal, who has been a
eeling of gratitude and

members of my family share with me this £
For us, it is a day of gladness,
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ful cooperation of

n of Governor is a demanding one requ
of the chief executive

hole-hearted and prayer

The positio
tinual effort on the part
jd, he must also have the w
itire citizenry.

our difficulties, There-

" No one person can provide the solutions to
y to build a better West

4n order to make the most of this opportunit
£ all our people, who must be honestly

da, I shall enlist the aid o

nec with and interested in the many problems we face, My adminis-
3n will, throughout 1ts term of office, strive to obtain the wise
“L~- counsel of leaders in every field of public endeavory

e history of our state when a chief
bing conditions than those encount-
its performance of duties, The
and varied, and the need for
2zzles is urgent and of critical

| There have been few eras in th
Ve was confronted with more distur
i this Democratic government launches
,questions awalting answers are many
ve action to unravel these punitive pu
Ance,

n immediately a concerted and un-
wrong with our state, We have

certain that no family within
traditional concept

~ It is imperative for us to begl
€ attack to repel the things that are
| & clear course with the aim to make
ders is forced to live beneath the level of our

Sy
a nity of man,
It 1s essential that we display determination to band steadfastly

y things that are right about West Virginia,
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The situation requires that we re-dedicate ourselves to principles
oparently all but forgaken in the every-day tumult of our troublesome

My Wé must devote ourselves to unselfish service and exert unremitting

" snergy to the purpose of regaining misplaced ideals,

West Virginia today is in uneasy circumstances as the result of a
pumber of problems, brought on by an equally large number of reasons,
There 1s nothing to be gained by further trying to place the blame, There
s no time left for petty quarrelling, It is vitally necessary for us to
lorget political differences, consult with each other and work with all
@ ingenuity and wisdom at our command to bring into being, as quickly as
sible, a practical and productive program for the common good,

I In seriousness and need for urgency in steps toward solution, none
pur difficulties approaches unemployment, This is our predominant, over-
{ng problem, It summons the attention of our best brains and requires

at we muster maximum strength to overcome the strife, Almost unbelievable
T hips to innocent people of our state have brought agony and grief,

I know that the more fortunate citizens of West Virginia regard
8 trouble as I do--with heartache and compassion, I am certain there
be willing cooperation and assistance on the part of everyone as we
ranks to counteract the distress, dispel doubt and despair and over-
anxieties,

'V;' There must be a spiritual re-awakening in West Virginia, Never
”Q;i. in the history of our state has there been a greater opportunity
 demonstrate the truth of Christian principles.
All of our citizens have heard a great deal about the misery being
perienced in some parts of West Virginia, but how many of you have actual-
1y seen these misfortunes?

s A We hope to organize a caravan of members of the Legislature, leaders
©of labor, industry, business, education and civic groups, together with our

- Einisters and other church workers, to visit hard-hit areas and take a first-
“hand look at the suffering,

;?:i’ I think you would be amazed at what you would see, I have seen it--
g.i;QO'n after town, in county after county, in many sections of our state,

e
3”5 Are we going to help these people or not? The time has come when
?:\ Bust make up our minds whether we are to serve as true Christians or

g!@.tinuo to masquerade,

IT;, As for me and the part I shall shoulder in seeking solutions to
QEEOOO awful problems, I say we will help them,

=

L% I ask the people of West Virginia to join now with the leadership
§{<_tbo State's new administration to pledge whatever sacrifice is necessary
i*“ A8sure equal opportunity and dignity for all West Virginians, We must

| out to the fullest our theme of "New Hope,"

& s
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Where there is darkness, let us shed light, Let us, in truth, be
her's keeper, We no longer should be--indeed, we cannot be--in-
to the needs of others,

" Coal remains the hub of our wheel, No other industry affects the
pmic picture of Vest Virginia as much as does the production of the

" There has been a swift and steady decline in the number of men

ne in coal, In the past ten years, employment in mines of the state
‘dropped from 112,000 to 50,000, Automation has taken a heavy toll in

s+ Mechanization sometimes permits one machine to replace as many as
pployees, The net result has been the migration of thousands of West
Snians to other states where employment opportunities are better, The

| gensus shows that our population loss has been close to eight per cent,

Unemployment, although extremely perilous among miners, is by no
ns limited to the coal industry, Many other segments of our economy
?} n hard hit and forced to reduce working crews, Some plants have
#ﬂ nd 4t necessary to curtail employment schedules of those still on
D | 20110.

The healing of our economic wounds is only one of the major problems
administration will be called upon to face,

The Democratic Party is obligated to carry out the mandate of the
ple with sound and improved programs in all phases of state services,
Are keenly aware of this fact and shall, as a govermmental team, strive
attain heights unmatched in West Virginia's almost one hundred years of

. We have already created a favorable industrial and business climate

ringing together many of our outstanding people to assist in planning,

Or, industry, education, the leadership of the Legislature and represent-

\ves of other groups have met with us during the past several weeks in our
Partisan Citizens' Conference,

e This marked the first time such an approach had been made to gain

4;' al of a state program before the Legislature convened, It was a

#toric step--a bold step at a time when boldness was necessary, From

@88 unique meetings, much good should result,

There is a need for improvements in state institutions, roads,

PG tion, conservation and a host of other fields of service to our
Ople, These will be provided as speedily as feasible,

f;‘ We will launch a statewide clean-up campaign designed to beautify

PRC ddee, parks and streams, An important part of my program will be to
:1 form our state into the nation's cleanest in time for our Centennial

Seiedration in 1963,

-
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