
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

AUGUST 18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On August 18, 1749, French explorer Celeron de Blainville planted a lead 

plate along the Ohio River at present-day Point Pleasant, claiming the 

territory for France. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 Photo of lead plate buried by French explorer Celeron de Blainville 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

    

CSO: SS.8.20 & SS.8.21 

Investigate the Document: (History Of The Early Settlement And Indian Wars Of Western Virginia, by 

Wills De Hass) 

 

1. Name one of the treaties listed on the lead plate. Who was the king of France in 1749? 

 

Think Critically: Why did the French bury the lead plate at Point Pleasant? What was New France? Who 

were the French competing against in North America? 



 

 

 


