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ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY
AUGUST 19
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On August 19, 1899, W. E. Stathers, superintendent of Weston Hospital for the Insane,
was found not guilty of charges that he engaged in improper relations with female

employees.

CSO: SS.8.23
Investigate the Document: (Arl731, George Wesley Atkinson Papers, 1899)

1. How did the Board of Governor’s rule regarding the charges brought against the Superintendent of the
West Hospital, W. E. Stathers?

2. Why does the author of the letter seem angry?
3. In which county could you have found the Weston Hospital for the Insane?

Think Critically: Why was there a need for this hospital? What is the building used for today?
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