
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

September 20 

Prominent educator J. McHenry Jones, whose novel Hearts of Gold was 

the first published by an African-American in West Virginia, was 

installed as principal of the West Virginia State Colored Institute on 

September 21, 1898.  

 CSO: SS.8.25 

Investigate the Document: (Charleston Gazette, September 26, 1909; Hearts of Gold RB FJ77) 

1. Governor Glasscock states three things that describe his long acquaintanceship with J. McHenry 

Jones. What are they? 

 

2. Prominent educators from around the state were in attendance, including the State Superintendent of 

Schools __________________ and Superintendent of Charleston schools 

_______________________.  

 

Think Critically: Can you think of another prominent African American educator from West Virginia? How 

did all-black schools differ from all-white schools prior to Brown v. Board of Education? How did the Civil 

Rights Movement affect education in West Virginia? 

 

 



 

 

  



 

  



 


