
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

September 29 

Author Rebecca Harding Davis died on September 29, 1910.  

 

CSO: SS.8.23, ELA.8.2 

Investigate the Document: (Life in the Iron Mills, Rebecca Harding Davis) 

1. How does Rebecca Harding Davis describe the river? 

 

2. Davis states, “looking out through the rain at the dirty back yard and ________ boats below, 

fragments of an old story float up before me.” 

 

Think Critically: Author Rebecca Davis parallels this fictional town to her real-life hometown, whose 

industrial economy centered around the iron and steel mills along the Ohio River. What (West) Virginia 

community was it? What does her “removal” from her gloomy surroundings suggest about her? 

 

 



 

 

 


