
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

October 7 

On October 7, 1763, King George III of England issued the 

Proclamation of 1763, which forbade settlement west of the Allegheny 

Mountains. 

 
CSO: SS.8.20, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Hennings Statutes Vol. VII, 1820, VA Z1.5:H4 v.7) 

1. After reviewing this passage from the Proclamation of 1763, can you conclude who the British were 

trying to appease by preventing the westward encroachment of settlers onto their lands? 

 

Think Critically: The Proclamation of 1763 does not unambiguously define the western boundary as the 

Allegheny Mountains; instead it states, “all lands lying to the westward of the sources of rivers which fall 

into the sea from the west and northwest, as foresaid; and we do hereby strictly forbid, on pain of our 

displeasure, all our loving subjects from making any purchases or settlements whatever, or taking possession 

of any of the lands reserved to the said Indians, as foresaid, forthwith to remove themselves from such 

settlements.” Where do these waters flow? Where do the waters to the west of this divide flow? 

 

 

 

King George III 

 



 

 

 

  



 

  



  



 

  



 


