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ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY
CT BER

King George Il

On October 7, 1763, King George 111 of England issued the
Proclamation of 1763, which forbade settlement west of the Allegheny

Mountains.

CS0: SS.8.20, ELA.8.1
Investigate the Document: (Hennings Statutes Vol. VII, 1820, VA Z1.5:H4 v.7)
1. After reviewing this passage from the Proclamation of 1763, can you conclude who the British were
trying to appease by preventing the westward encroachment of settlers onto their lands?

Think Critically: The Proclamation of 1763 does not unambiguously define the western boundary as the
Allegheny Mountains; instead it states, “all lands lying to the westward of the sources of rivers which fall
into the sea from the west and northwest, as foresaid; and we do hereby strictly forbid, on pain of our
displeasure, all our loving subjects from making any purchases or settlements whatever, or taking possession
of any of the lands reserved to the said Indians, as foresaid, forthwith to remove themselves from such
settlements.” Where do these waters flow? Where do the waters to the west of this divide flow?
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Btatuies at Large;

A COLLECTION

OF ALL THE

LAWS OF VIRGINIA,

FROM THE
FIRST SESSION of THE LEGISLATURE,
IN THE YEAR 1619,
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PUBLISHED PURSUANT TO AN ACT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
OF YIRGINTA, PASSED ON THE FIFTH DAY OF FEBRUARY,
ONE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED AND EIGHT.
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VOLUME VII.
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By WILLIAM WALLER HENING.

e : D D D —

“The Laws of a conntry are necessarily connected with every thing be-
longing to the people of 1t; so that a thorongh knowledge of them, and
of their progress would inform us of every thing that was most use-
ful to be known about them; and one of the greatest imperfections
of historians in general, is owing to their ignorance of law.”

PrrzsTiey’s Lect. ox Hist. Vor, I, pa. 149

RICHMOND.

PRINTED FOR THE EDITOR.
AT THE FRANKLIN PRESS.—MARKET BRIDGE,
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1820.
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PROCLAMATION OF 1754.

necessary that a sufficient force should be raised to
erect and support the same; for an encouragement to
all who shall voluntarily enter into the said service, I
do hereby notify and promise, by and with the advice
and consent of his majestys council of this colony,
that over and ahove their pay, two hundred thousand
acres, of his majesty the king of Great Britan’s
lands, on the east side of the river Ohio, within this
dominion, (one hundred thousand acres whereof to be
contiguous to th¥® said fort, and the other hundred
thousand acres to be on, or near the river Ohio) shall
be laid off and granted to such persons, who by their
voluntary engagement and good behaviour in the said
service, shall deserve the same. And 1 further pro-
mise, that the said lands shall be divided amongst
them, immediately after the performance of the said
service in a proportion cue to their respective merit, as
shall be represented to me by their officers, and held
and enjoyed by them without paying any rights and
also free from the payment of quit rents, for the term
of fifteen years, and I do appoint this proclimation to
be read and published, at the court houses, churches
and chapels in each county within this colony, and
that the sheriffs take care the samebe doneaccordingly.
Given af the Council Chamber in Williamsburgh,
on the 19th day of February in the XX VIIth year of
his Majestys Reign, JAnnogue Domini.1754.
ROBERT DINWIDDIE.

GOD SAVE THE KING.

[From a book in the office of the General Court, labelled
« Proclamation Book, 1748” pa. 135.]

PROCLAMATION or 1768.

GEORGE R.

WHEREAS, we have taken into our royal conside- Proclama.
ration the extensive and valuable acquisitions in Ame- tion of 1765

rica, secured to our crown by the late definitive trea-
ty of peace, concluded at Paris the 10th day of
February last, and being desirous that all our loving
subjects, as well of our kingdoms as of our colonies
in America, may avail themselves, with all convenient
speed, of the great benefits and advantages which
must accrue therefrom to their commerce, manufac-
tures, and navigation; we have thought fit, with the
advice of our privy council; to issue this our royal
proclamation, hereby to publish and declare to all our
loving subjects, that we have, with the advice of our
said privy council, granted our letters patent, under
our great seal of Great Britain, to erect within the
countries and islands ceded and confirmed to us by the
said treaty; four distinct and separate governments,
styled and called by the names of Quebec, East Flo-
rida, West Florida and Grenada, and limited and
bounded as follows, viz.

First.—The governmentof Quebec, bounded on the
Labrador coast by the river St. John, and from thence
by a line drawn from the head of that river, through
the lake St. John, to the south end of the lake Nipis-
sim; from whence the said line crossing the river St.
Lawrence, and the lake Champlain, in forty-five de-
grees of north latitude, passes along the high lands
which divide the rivers that empty themselves into
the said river St. Lawrence, from those which fall
into the sea; and also along the north coast of the
baye de Chaleurs and the coast of the gulf of St. Law-
rence, to cape Rosieres; and from thence, crossing
the mouth of the river St. Lawrence, by the west end
of the island of Anticosti, terminates at the aforesaid
river St. John.

Secondly.—The government of East Florida,
bounded to the westward by the gulf of Mexico, and
Apalachicola river; to theynorthward by a line'drawn
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from that part of the said river where the Chata-
houchee and Flint rivers meet, to the source of St.
Mary’s river, and by the course of the said river to
the Atlantic ocean; and to the eastward and south-
ward by the Atlantic ocean, and the gulf of Florida,
including all islands within six leagues of the sea
coast,

Thirdly.—The government of West Florida, bound-
ed to the southward by the gulf of Mexico, including
all islands withith six leagues of the coast, from the
river Apalachicola to lake Pontchartrain; to tlie west-
ward, by the said lake, the lake Mauripas, and the
river Mississippi; to the northward, by a line drawn
dueeast from that part of the river Mississippi which lies
in thirty one degrees north Iatitude, to the river Apa-
lachicola or Chatahouchee; and to the eastward, by
the said river..

Fourthly.—The government of Grenada, compre-
hending the island of that name, together with the
Grenadines, and the islands of Dominica, St. Yincent,
and Tobago.

And, to the end that the open and free fishery of our
subjects may be extended to, and carried on upon, the
coast of Labrador, and the adjacent islands, we have
thought fit, with the advice of our said privy coun-
cil, to put all that coast, from the river St. Johns to
the Hudsou’s straits, together with the islands of An-
ticosti and Madelaine, and all other smaller islands,
lying upon tlie said coast, under the care and inspec-
tion of our governor of Newfoundland.

We have also, with the advice of our privy coun-
cil, thought fit, to annex the islands of St. John's
and Cape Breton, or lsle Royale, with the lesser
islands adjacent thercto, to our government of Nova
Scotia.

We have also, with the advice of our privy council
aforesaid, annexed to our province of Georgia all the
lands lying between the rivers Alatamaha and St.
Mary’s.

And whereas it will greatly contribute to the speedy
settling our said new governments that our loving
subjects should be informed of our paternal care for
the security of the liberties and . properties of those
who are and shall become inhabitants thereof, we have
thought fit to publish and declare, by this our procla-
mation, that we havein the letters patent under our
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great seal of Great Britain by which thesaid govern-
ments are constituted, given express power and direc-
tion to our governors of our said colonies, respective-
ly, that so soon as the state and circumstances of the
said colonies will admit thereof, they shall, with the
advice and consent of the members of our council,
summon and call general assemblies within the said
governments, respectively, in such manner and form
as is used and directed in those colonies and provin-
ces in America which are under our immediate gov-
ernment; and we have also given power to the said
governors, with the consent of our said council, and
the representatives of the people, so to be summoned
as aforesaid, to make, constitute and ordain laws,
statutes, and ordinances, for the public peace, welfare
and good governmerit of our said colonies, and of the
people and inhabitants thereof, as near as may be
agreeable to the laws of England, and under such re-
gulations and restrictions as are used in other colo-
nics: and in the mean time, until such assemblies can
be called as aforesaid, all persons inhabiting in, or re-
sorting to, our said colonies, may confide in our royal
protection for the enjoyment of the benefit of the luws
of our realm of England; for which purpose we have
given power, under our great seal, to the governors
of our said colonies respectively, to erect and consti-
tute, with the advice of our said councils respectively,
courts of judicature and public justice within our said
colonies, for the hearing and determining all causes,
as well criminal as civil, according to law and equity,
and as near as may be agreeable to the laws of Eng-
land: with liberty to all persons who may think them-
sclves aggrieved by the sentences of such courts in all
civil cases, to appeal under the usual limitations and
restrictions, to us in our privy council.

We have also thought fit with the advice of our pri-
vy council as aforesaid, to give unto the governors
and councils of our said three new colonies upon the
contirent, full power and authority to settle and agree
with the inhabitants of our said new colonies, or with
any other persons who shall resort thereto, for such
lands, tenements and hereditaments, as now or here-
after shall be in our power to dispose of, and them to
grant to any such person or persons, upon such terms,
and under such moderate quitrents, services, and ac-
knowledgments, as have been appointed and settled in
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PROCLAMATION OF 176s.

our other colonies, and under such other conditions as
shall appear to us to be necessary and expedient for
the advantage of the grantees, and the improvement
and settlement of our said colonies.

And whereas we are desirous, upon all occasions, to
testify our royal sense and approbation of the conduct
and bravery of the officers and soldiers of our armies,
and to reward the same, we do hereby command and
empower our governors of the said three new colonies,
and all other ouggovernors of our said provinces on
the continent of North America, to grant without fee
or reward, tosuch reduced officers as have served in
North America during the late war, and to such pri-
vate soldiers as have been, or shall be disbanded in
America; and are actually residing there, and 'shall
personally apply for the same, the following quanti-
ties of lands, subject at the expiration of ten years,
to the same quitrents as other lands are subject to in
the province within which they are granted, as also
subject to the same conditions of cultivation and im-
provement, viz.

To every person having the rank of a field officer,
five thousand acres; to every captain, three thousand
acres; to every subaltern or staff officer, two thousand
acres; to every non-commissioned officer, two hun.
dred acres; to every private man fifty acres.

We do likewise authorize and require the governors
and commanders in chief of all our said colonies upon
the continent of North America, to grant the like
quantities of land, and upon the same conditious, to
such reduced officers of our navy, of like rank as
served on board our ships of war in Nerth America at
the times of the reduction of Louisbourg and Quebec
in the late wav, and who shall personally apply to our
respective governors forsuch grants.

And whereas it is just and reasonable, and essential
to our interest, and the security of our colonies, that
the several nations or tribes of Indians with whom
we are connected, and who live under our protection,
should not be molested or disturbed in the possession
of such parts of our dominions and territories as, not
having been ceded to, or purchased by us, are reserv-
ed to them, or any of them, as their hunting grounds,
we do therefore, with the advice of our privy council,
declare it to be our royal will and pleasure that no
governor, or commander in chief in any of our colo-

PROCLAMATION OF 1763.

nies of Quebec, Kast Florida, or West Florida, do
presume, upon any pretence whatever, to grant war-
rants of survey, or pass any patents, for lands be-
youd the bounds of their respective governments, as
described in their commissions; as also that no gover-
nor, or commander in chief, in any of our other colo-
nies or plantations in America, do presume, for the
present, and until our future pleasure be known, to
grant warrants of survey, or pass patents, for any
lands beyond the heads or sources of any of the rivers,
which fall into the Atlantic ocean from the west and
northwest, or upon any lands whatever, which not
having been ceded to, or purchased by us, as
aforesaid, are reserved to the said Indians or any
of them.

And we do further declare it to be our royal will
and pleasure, for the present as aforesaid, to reserve
under our sovereignty, protection, and dominion, for
the use of the said Indians, all the lands and territo-
ries not included within the limits of our said three
new governments, or within the limits of the territory
granted to the Hudson’s bay company, as also all the
lands and territories lying to the westward of the
sources of therivers which fall into the sea from the
west and northwest, as aforesaid; and we do hereby
strictly forbid, on pain of our displeasure, all our
loving subjects from making any purchases or settle-
ments whatever, or taking possession of any of the
lands above reserved, without our special ‘leave and
license for that purpose first obtained.

And we do further strictly enjoin and require all
persons whatever, who have cither wilfully or inad-
vertently seated themselves upon any lands within
the countries above described, or upon any other
lands, which not having been ceded to, or pur-
chased by us, are still reserved to the said Indians,
as aforesaid, forthwith to remove themselves from
such settlements.

And whereas great frauds and abuses have been
committed in the purchasing lands of the Indians, to
t‘lvue great prejudice of our interests, and to the great
dissatisfaction of the said Indians, in nrder,theréfore,
to prevent such irregularities for the future, and to
the end that the Indians may be convinced of our jus-
tice and determined resolution to remove all reasonable
cause of discontent, we do, with the advice of our

I. 4 Vol. 7.
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privy council, strictly enjoin and require that no pri-
vate person do presume to make any purchase from
the said Indians of any lands reserved to the said In-
dians, within those parts of our colonies where we
have thought proper to allow settlements, but that if,
at any time, any of the Indians should be inclined to
dispose of the said lands, the same shall be purchased
only for us, in our name, at some public meeting or
assembly of the said Indians, to be held for that pur-
pose by the governor or commander in chief of our
colonies, respectively, within which they shall lie;
and in case they shall lie within the limits of any pro-
prictary government they shall be purchased only for
the use, and in the name, of such proprietaries, con-
formable to such directions and instructions, as we or
they shall think proper to give for that purpose: and
we do, by the advice of our privy council, declare and
enjoin that the trade with the said Indians shall be
free and open to all our subjects whatever, provided
that every person who may incline to trade with the
said Indians do take out a license for carrying onsuch
trade from the governor and commander in chief of
any of our colonies, respectively, where such person
shall reside, and also give security to observe such
regulations as we shall at any time think fit, by our-
selves or by our commissaries, to be appointed for this
purpose, to direct and appoint for the benefit of the
said trade; and we do hereby authorize, enjoin and
require the governors and commanders in chief of all
our colonies respectively, as well those under our im-
mediate government, as those under the government
and direction of proprietaries, to grant such licenses
without fee or reward, taking especial care to insert

therein a condition that such license shall be void, and |

the security forfeited, in case the person to whom the
same is granted shall refuse or neglect to observe such
regulations as we shall think proper to prescribe as
aforesaid.

And we do further expressly enjoin and require all
officers whatever, as well military as those employed
in the management and direction of Indian affairs
within the territories reserved, as aforesaid, for the
use of the said Indians, to seize and apprehend all per-
sons whatever, who standing charged with treasons,
misprisions of treason, murders, or other felonies or
misdemeanors, shall fly from justice, and take refuge
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in the said territory, and to send them under a proper
guard to the colony where the crime was committed

of which they stand accused, in order to take their
trial for the same.

p.g;;m_l\larshall’s life of Washington, Vol. 1. Appendix Nate X



