
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

October 10 

The Battle of Point Pleasant was fought on October 10, 1774. 

 
CSO: SS.8.20, SS.8.21, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (American Archives, Fourth Series. Vol I. 1774-1775. 973.3Am3) 

1. How did the Virginia Militia under Colonel Andrew Lewis learn of an impending attack from the 

Shawnee? 

 

2. According to the letter, what were the Indians doing with their dead that made enumerating their 

losses difficult? 

 

3. In the letter to Lord Dunmore, what was one of the “most inglorious designs that ever disgraced the 

name of a British soldier?” 

 

4. What are the two ‘facts’ stated in the letter to Dunmore about the grievances the colonies had against 

the British?  

 

Think Critically: Why is the Battle of Point Pleasant arguably the most significant battle fought in present-

day West Virginia? What would have happened if the Virginia Militia had been unable to successfully pacify 

the Native Americans in the Ohio Valley prior to the American Revolution? 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  



 


