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ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY
OCTOBER 17

Elias and Troy Hatfield

On October 17, 1911, Elias and Troy Hatfield, sons of ""Devil Anse"

Hatfield, were killed in a shootout at Harewood in Fayette County.
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Investigate the Document: (Montgomery News October 20, 1911)
1. Describe the basis of the argument that led to the shooting of Elias & Troy Hatfield.

2. What did Troy Hatfield say to his brother in his final moments about the dispute?

Think Critically: Summarize the progressive reform movement in West Virginia during the early 1900s.
Was the business that Elias & Troy Hatfield ran unusual for Appalachia? What happened to the distribution

of alcohol the following decade?




'Octavio Jerome, Italian Who Fired the Fatal Shots Into the
Bodies of the Hatfield Brothers is Also Dead as a Re- l
sult of Troy Hatfield's Effective Return Fire |

The first break, or dcalh in a
;rumlly of thirteen children, sons
cand doaughters of Anderson and Le-
visa Hatrield, occurred Tuesday
.ulwrlly after the noon I|0\|r'wl|e_ll
Elns and Troy Hatfleld succumb-
ed to bullet wounds Inflicted upon

them by Octavio Jerome, an Ttuli-

jan who resldes hero in Montgom
jery with his family und who w
alvo killed Ly Troy Hatfleld, af-
ter he had received his ¢
wounds.

‘Phe shooting occurred nt Hare-

wood n short distunce below Bgom-

_er, and about three miles rom
I Mountgomery on the Kuniwha &
"Mlchtgnn railrond, in the house of
another Itulian by the nuame
| Angeline with  whom Jerome was
transneting  business mutters when
the Hutfrlelds arrived.

The killing Is the outcome, iU is

siid, of the violation by Jerome of

inn agrecment thuat existed between |
Bil-

sivrl MHanson, who conducts a
loon at Cannelton, just opposite
 Montgonery and Klias Hatricld who
feonducted o saloon at Boomer. 1t
‘is suld that ut the time the Can-
‘nelton siloon wis established, an
“agreement wik miade between Hat-
fleld una  Hanson that neither
would encronchh upon the others ter
ritory In the sule of leers and
Jiguors and that n certain bound-
ary was defined which was  mu-
tunlly satlsfactory. Jerome  was
employed by Hunson to sollelt or-

~and that he mude regulnr deliveri-
es of the goods sold In thik wan-
ner. On several oceasions,
it is sald Jerome violuted  the
agreement and on these occusions,
he was warned by Huaiifeld not
to repeat them. The warnings had
no effect nnd recently Jerome was
 tuken severely (o task, nnd it I8
nlleged was given a thrashing Sl
Jerome continued to solivil. orders
at will where-ever he ploased  and
{on Tuesduy he boarded the 11:10
traln at Cannclton and weént to
! Boomer, it being his intention  to
i meet u wugon at Bocmer that he
[ hnd started. in that direction rrom
Cannelton loaded witn beers and
‘Hquors. It (s fuaether stuted,
fthat Elias Hatflela saened of this
‘and In compuny with hig brother.
{Troy, sturted down the vailroud
Arnck to sgee Jerome ubout (he mat-
lter, On the roud they met the
wiagon and caused the dviver to
‘mrn and go bock, townrd Cannel-
iton and then they proceecded 1o
ithe house of Angellhe where
iJerome WHs,

death

of

ders from linliang and others nlong
the K. & M., for llguors and Dbeer |
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house and as the forcigner was
fulling forward three more bullois
plerced  his body. These bulletis
entered the breast, one below each
nipple and the other wmidway e
tween these two,

Another story. of the affaiv is tu
the effect that the entire troubls
Aroxe hecause of the objection of
Haifiold to Jerome supplying trade |
formoerly supplicd by him. and that !
reccufly an argument with refoer- |
‘ence to the matter ensued between
Elins Hutfield and Jerome in which
the lilter came out protty badly us

i
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i

|
)
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‘ed. It is sald by persons at Boom- |
‘er that Jerome had been warned.
‘thiut the Haifields were on their

wiy to Harewood on the day of the

ahdmn_ng. and he was prepared (o
neet them. It was stated that
ferome was on the poreh of the

jhouse and he saw the Hatfields com |
idng, and remarked that he had |
!helh\.r be going, and went irto the |
house leaving his friend sitting on |
the porch. The Wrothers: then ar-
rived ot the house and following ;
incidents were about as stated h:?’
the beginning or the acccount of this |
arfair.

Elias Hatfield lived but a minu-
e or Lwo, and managed before
life left his body to crawl to tihce

‘back yard. He siid something 1t
Lis brother und indiented on  Li
body the location of the woun

Troy, lived forty-seven minutes and |
wis consclous up to the last, |
Hut-

Another brother of the
ficlds, Joseph, who was at Boom- |
er arrived at the scene of the

‘trouble within a few minutes an
conversed with his brother, Troy.
The dying man told his  brother
‘hat no omne but- Jerome, Elias :
iimself were mixed up in the
faira, and that it was his desire
that no further trouble be raised
anbout it. His exact words e
suid to have been “Let no furiiv
trouble come of this, as - only |
we three are coucerned, and we
will all be dead.'’

News of the affair was receive
ed In Montgomery within a few
niinutes ufter it occurred and ciaus.
ed no little excitement, as deinlls
were lacking.

Constable Itarry, policeman Wi
ren and other officers went
diately to Harewood in Judwe Simas !
nutomobile bunt their services wor
not needed.  \When 1hey arrived
[\mxelhm had Leen plneced undey !
arrest by an officer, but was
arrest by an offeicr, but wie re-
Clenged when Troy Hatfleld told the
jofffeer that he had nothing to @’
IWith the shooting or the troubie

Res
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The two brothers walked upon
the front porch of the house and
knocked on the door, und  the
door wus opened to them by Ange-
iine, who occupled the houge with

G hls  wife and children. Eing knew

Angeline well and shakinag hands
Pwith him, nsked it Jderome
there, Angellne responded in the
affirmative, stiting that he was
in one of the back rooms. KBlins,
gtinrted Into the house while
peline stepped ot Bh the porch,
ANl Just o8 he stepped o within the
YOO i pIstol shot g ontotarne
g sHghtly he stepped favther ine
to the roon nhid Ewo more  shot
pwere flved anil e older or e
two hrothiers fell to the Tlooy
with sthree  bullets  in i Body
PEoy  xieppol over Wik hrother's
Lody and I gilek  guesegsion s
more shots werns flved by the 0
Hah ol of themo sieiking Teoy
Proy ran out of 'the ho
sult of the ltaltan whe
et out of the back door It
and owith  his ie
alm and fnow

WHE

An=

. this

(that led up to it
Wiile the nccount of the affair
ns given nbove is weneradlly thought
1o be as nearly trie as it will be
possible to asceridin, many  other
reporta have been cirenlnted  dirs
fering somewhnl ns 10 just how the
shoating was dote, #nd us to the
viuges leadihie wp o i, but  all
of these storive have us a  bakix
aleged  encronehinent  of  Jerome
UPOH  territory that he should noy
ChAVe BONG ol M B alst osaid thiay
CElne Harficld fired  ar least ane
JOF e shots that steicek  Jeromeg
Is not rhanulil o ke tese
MR pEEOle Were foand g onthe
oo SY the vowa i whideh T
Celeoting sarbed, bt the  anthiovis
ek or otlnes Bave bewn unable o
Find the persons whin pieled up thn
DYeVOIveRR, NI dane Ehay By
_able o fovate  the wespons, Tray
Marfleld « pigiol contained  owy
Tee and those Who are
¥ owith his abitity (o shoot
sonably certain that  only
Jerorie did any  shootin
§ w32 Colit! o
h\ii‘é)l;




