
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

October 17 

On October 17, 1911, Elias and Troy Hatfield, sons of "Devil Anse" 

Hatfield, were killed in a shootout at Harewood in Fayette County. 

 
CSO: 8.24, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Montgomery News October 20, 1911) 

1. Describe the basis of the argument that led to the shooting of Elias & Troy Hatfield. 

 

2. What did Troy Hatfield say to his brother in his final moments about the dispute? 

 

Think Critically: Summarize the progressive reform movement in West Virginia during the early 1900s. 

Was the business that Elias & Troy Hatfield ran unusual for Appalachia? What happened to the distribution 

of alcohol the following decade?  

 

 

 

 

 

Elias and Troy Hatfield 

 



 

 

 

  



 


