
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

October 20 

On October 20, 1812, the Northwestern Brigade of Virginia militia 

departed from Point Pleasant and began their march through Ohio to 

reinforce the army of General William Henry Harrison. 

 
CSO: SS.8.13, SS.8.14, SS.8.20, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (History of Harrison County, Henry Haymond, 975.457 H422 1973) 

1. Following the September 24, 1812 entry, use what you know about West Virginia geography to 

answer the following: Parkersburg is located at the mouth of the Little Kanawha River, but it is also 

located at its confluence with this other major river. They continued southwest to Belleville, likewise, 

located in __________ County, before arriving at Mill Creek, an Ohio River tributary south of 

________________ located along the Ohio River in present-day Jackson County. 

 

2. The November 5th journal entry states that they met Indian Chiefs from what tribe? 

 

3. Describe the scene of the January 23rd journal entry. What was the weather like? How was the 

condition of the small river described? 

 

4. Had Ohio been admitted to the Union as a state by the time Peter Davis’ journal concludes? 

 

Think Critically: Describe the challenges faced by frontiersmen in the Northwest Territory. Why did the 

United States and Great Britain go to war again in 1812? The loss of the Shawnee leader, Tecumseh, 

combined with the United States’ ability to draw a stalemate in the war and the British agreeing to cede the 

Northwest Territory, resulted in what consequences for the Native Americans? 

 

 

 

 

Verses on the American Flag, from Record Book of Captain John Wilson's company (Ms79-20:2:3) 

 



 

 

 

  



  



 


