
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

October 27 

Livia Nye Simpson Poffenbarger, a newspaper editor whose efforts 

resulted in congressional recognition of the Battle of Point Pleasant as 

being the first battle of the Revolutionary War, died on October 27, 

1937. 

 CSO: SS.8.20, SS.8.21, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Ms2016-025) 

1. Who was the leader of the Indian confederation that battled the Virginia Militia during the Battle of 

Point Pleasant? 

 

2. Who was Lord Dunmore?  

 

3. How many Virginia militiamen perished at the Battle of Point Pleasant?  

 

Think Critically: The “Shot Heard Around the World” was fired on the morning of April 19, 1775 (six 

months after the Battle of Point Pleasant) marking the first military engagement between the Colonies and 

British regulars. This is often referred to as the beginning of the American Revolution, but Livia Nye 

Simpson Poffenbarger felt it was Point Pleasant’s rightful distinction. Construct an argument for or against 

the Battle of Point Pleasant being the first battle of the American Revolution. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  



 


