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Leon P. Miller of McDowell County became the first African-American
judge elected to office in West Virginia on November 5, 1968.

CSO: ELA8.1,S5.8.2
Investigate the Document: (Welch Daily News November 13, 1968)
1. Why was it “shocking” that Leon P. Miller won the election as a Republican in McDowell County?
When was the last Republican elected to a major office at the time of Miller’s victory in 1968? How
many African Americans judges had been elected in West Virginia, prior to Miller?

2. Why was there the necessity for a write-in campaign?
3. Where did Miller practice law for two years prior to moving to Welch?

4. What former U.S. President appointed Leon Miller as the United States Attorney for the Virgin
Islands?

Think Critically: Why do you think McDowell County was overwhelmingly Democratic at the time? Do
you think Miller’s candidacy was aided by the significant African American population that resided in
McDowell County? What was the population of African Americans in the county, according to the most
recent Census? http://www.wvculture.org/history/teacherresources/censuspopulationrace.html
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Miller Elected
Criminal Judge

McDowell county West Virgima's most southern area, today
held the probable distinction of giving the state its first Negro

Judge.

- —am-pificial Canvess of the general election vote was com-1

pleted here Tuesday afternoon, revealing that Welch Attorney
Leon P. Miller has been elected Judge of the McDowell Criminal
Court hy a write-in vote. He 1s 69
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A native of Knoxvilie Fonn
Judpge Miller was borp  Apn:
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reared in Ro-
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He and the late Harrv J
(Capehart. Sr. were partners U
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D Eisenhower appointed ‘M
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practice of law

During the Republican admin.
strations of the late 20s. Judge
Miller served as an assistan’
prosecuting attognev for the
county from 1928 to 1932 He
was married to the former Miss
Mudred Foster of Greensboro
N. C. They reside on C(our
Street

Judge and Mrs. Miller are
parents of three daughters. all
of whom have distinguished
themselves in publid
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MILLER ELECTED
[Continued From Page Oue)
worker for the Ford Founfa-
tion

At the request of the gavern.
ment she gave up the post when
her hushand became head of the
peace corps in Caracas

Mrs Jane Miler Johnson is
presently emploved by the Pres
byterian Haspital of New York
as a psychiatric social worker
The third daughter '« M r«
Lydia Patricia Miller Adams of
the Virgin lslands, a phvscal
therapist in charge of the iz
land’s crippled children s divi
sion.

The Millers also have [ve
grandchildren \



