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On November 6, 1863, Union troops under General William Averell
defeated a Confederate force led by General John Echols at the Battle of

Droop Mountain.

CSO: SS.8.22, ELA8.1
Investigate the Document: (Letter, “James McChesney to Mother,” McChesney Papers Ms78-1.1:11)
1. Who were the “Yankees?”

2. Where had the Confederate forces fallen back to after the Union troops had stopped their pursuit at
Lewisburg?

3. Where did McChesney finally find the 14" Virginia Cavalry? How many men did the Union forces
capture at Droop Mountain? What would have happened if the 14" Virginia Cavalry had decided to
attempt to hold the field for the night?

Think Critically: General William Averell's victory at Droop Mountain virtually ensured Union control of
southern West Virginia for the remainder of the Civil War. How did this help the pro-Union administration
of West Virginia's first governor Arthur Boreman?
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When I wrote vou last weg cut of £ by the Yankees
2 wag trying to [ind out wliere my Regl. was, I heard that

2t1i11l in sursult of Zchole and that

udntt meke a stand bhafore h2 get to Salt Pond it.
In Giles Co. sc I kept on after hlm and went torough
Monroe by way of the Swset Springs and Allegh:ny Co.

yrelg and Giles to about 7T miles frow Salt Pond

nere I found Genl. wlth the Infantry. I th=

learned that the en

ey dldnt pursua

then Jewisburg #nd thet the 14th Re:inm

donroe Co on plcket, so on the next day I ster

Union snd arrived there about 10 l'clock on the foldowing

meraing end whe

e
il

I 20t to Union I found out that the

Yankees hed left Greenbrier Co.: that my Rsgt hed zone

vack there, I etaid an hour &nd went to

¥rs, Benols, she umtil I told her who

She hsent heard 10ls znc the 3

irom kre

I gome tine 1 she hesrd
retched heclih andé ©ll the

*&nels and

va o .
WLZ2L1€ LG

oge of you 8ll cught to wel

ietter to Charlotte N.C. In

«hols sent love to youe

MO

alk any better yet, she onas

last Lir. Eehols was in

had been sicke.

veryv well I think
Frznees, Direct your
care ol Major EcChiolsS. irs.
Lit le Faninle schols cant
much and

-TOWR very leoks

43X a good deal like John Echols. She will be & eripile
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life. I found the l4th.Regt at Frankford it had

just returned from a scout to the pattle firld of Droop

Mountalmn. We lost 33 killed and the Yankees some 60

3

of¢ and 100 wounded. They said that we fought well so

the citizens say. The Yankees left all of our wmen that

pedly wounded and some 30 of theirs at Hillsboro,

best

were
ppcahontas. They say that our Artillery did the

ring that they ever saw, that the first shot dismounted

ne of thelr pilece®, and that our srtillery shot =t a
ainzle man on horseback and killed hifj. The Yankees
ecaptured about 70 of our men altogether. The Yankees
shot one of the 14th,. (hamed Myers) and he took out
is pencil and memoramdum ook to write something, but
died before he had time, and a Yankee got nis book and
veneil also a letter in his picket from his Sister and he
carried them back to Frankford and he happened to strike
upa conversation with a girl and told her about his men
kil ing a rebel and &out him_@etting the book and pencil
also the letter, and the lady told him to let her see
the book, and & soon as sne looked at it she screemed out
(It was her brother's book and the letter wag one she
had written him.) I was away from my Regt about a week
and all on account of false mports about the Y.nkees

ing at Union. They have all neft this part of the

ounty,, and compelled the negroes to go with them. After

he Battle of Droop Mt the infantry @ot on some of the 14t

horsas and run over their ovn men, thats the reason

o many of our Regt had to foot it out and lost their
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3
gag. <ol beon, Frank, Will, and Howsrd Willson(sie)
ave ckbridge.

[ you could sees frank Wilson ne coulu give you lhe
+iculars Col. Jackson sald il we hsdnt fallen back as
goon 8§ ¥ 11 we wuld have been surrounded in &0 minutes

and thet 3 e had Redd the field that night, that we
316 have been cut off entirely by the 4 fegts that come
to lewlsburg from Kanawha Co and wuld meve been all
captured. Bchols comuend haont passed tarough Iewliabur
~ver an hour before the Yankses come in {rod nanawna
go you ge: it was bettier that we dicnt uold Droop it.
1 met John Lewis on Peters wst. the other day asbout 17

the other side o. Unlon ne wzsS wWell and wgg on

P

ay to his Hegte. all ol ui.:im]_s Inianiry beu to burn
thelir Kaap sacks and nearly every thlng toey had on
their rvetreet, Wnile ine Yenkees were in Grecnorier
16th Regt charged tuelr plcket Post al Sewell wt
and casptured £ of them, one of'them proved to be & des-
srter from Perrick?s Bat Jchols Brig, who bad lelt our

wn ermy and Joined the Yenkees some months before. le

0
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ried and shot last Thursday near Giles C.H. Glve
my love to all and exespt & large share .Jor yours:2lf.
nt
ita goon I k‘;\zw*ne:ud from nome for two montns. Giv:
L8s to Pru your AL Son
Jales 4. mclnesney,
Coe GCo 1l4thn 11"{:“.‘.114;:1'1#\: Jenkins
DI-'Lé’ L&‘:".LS»‘LAL'Q' ‘8.

+ Drought out everytnlng I went into the {ight with,



