
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

November 6 

On November 6, 1863, Union troops under General William Averell 

defeated a Confederate force led by General John Echols at the Battle of 

Droop Mountain. 

CSO: SS.8.22, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Letter, “James McChesney to Mother,” McChesney Papers Ms78-1.1:11) 

1. Who were the “Yankees?” 

 

2. Where had the Confederate forces fallen back to after the Union troops had stopped their pursuit at 

Lewisburg? 

 

3. Where did McChesney finally find the 14th Virginia Cavalry? How many men did the Union forces 

capture at Droop Mountain? What would have happened if the 14th Virginia Cavalry had decided to 

attempt to hold the field for the night? 

 

Think Critically: General William Averell's victory at Droop Mountain virtually ensured Union control of 

southern West Virginia for the remainder of the Civil War. How did this help the pro-Union administration 

of West Virginia's first governor Arthur Boreman? 

 

 



 

  



 

  



 


