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Wheeling Register illustration of death of Rudolph Munk
On November 12, 1910, WV U football player Rudolph Munk was fatally

injured during the state championship game with Bethany College.

CSO: SS.8.8,SS.8.11, ELA 8.1
Investigate the Document: (Wheeling Register, November 13, 1910)
1. According to the article, what was the cause of death for West Virginia University (WVU) halfback,
Rudolph Munk? Had there been prior concerns, surrounding Munk’s past injuries?

2. Who was WVU’s opponent in the game that cost Rudolph Munk his life?

Think Critically: Concerning the modern era of West Virginia University athletics, correlate West Virginia
economic conditions with the effects on its citizens. Has the increased cost of tickets influenced the turnout
at WV U football games? Is the safety of players a greater priority today, compared to 1910? How has West
Virginia University contributed to the development of Morgantown as a major West Virginia city?
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Munk: of W.V.U.,Dies From Injuries Inflicted in Wheeling Gaifi@
Umpire I)eclares a Bethany Player Deliberately Felled Muni

[sP n m Rg !.r] ,,.,.’
higan football mpired the Bethany-West Virginia University game tWh eling, resides in Westminster suwl.
he death of Halfba LRdth nk, of the university team. He said: X

PITTSBULG, Pu., Noy.
city. U,

eath, I feel I sho ld saylv,tl before tha tnme This much I can say. The injury to Muf
icted it, but I saw the incident clearly. A few minutes before Munk was Jmocked down, I B
3 0 same In OWaT

a.lly I was watehi f more wi f the same sort. the next rush there was
Tunly and knock the latter over backwards. Munk fell heavily on the back of his head and:
He act W] w he had done something wrong, for he left the field with

TRAGEDYMARKS GAME
OF COLLEGE ELEVENS

Player Emerges Stricken and Unconsciovs from
Scrimmage--Taken to Hospital where Death

Followed several hours later--Slugging
Duel betweer Munk and McCoy alleged

Coroner Rogers Begins Inquest
To Determine Cause of Death

The Tragic Sequel of Football Game for the
West Virginia Collegiate Championship Casts
a Pall over City--Players talk of the

fvents- Leading up to the Tragedy
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WHEELING, W. VA,

Rudolph Munk, captain and left half

back on the West Virginia University
team, died at $:15 o'clock la%t cvening
at the City hospital, following his in-
jury in the Bethany game ut the Is-
land park yesterday afternoon, at
about two minutes before the close of
the contest. When Munk failed to rise
on the field, Dr, O. M. Staats wag at
once sumimoned. The doctor zave the
player a general stimulant, an injec-
tion of strychnine, following which he
was taken, still In an unconscious
-condition, to the City hospital fn an
automobile.

At the hospital he was altended by
Dr. Staats, Dr. Leech Cracraft, and Dr,
Hugh Carr, of “Falrmont. He was
given oxygen, and solutions were In-
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Virgin
., the unrv.exfﬂty team lust year,

RUDOLPH MUNK.

fused in his blood to produce artificial
Jespiration, tc no avall, the patient dy-
ing at the hour stated without regain-
ing consciousness. Dr, Staats stated
that his dedth ~was.due to a hem-
crrhage at the base of the brain, which
produced paralysis of the nervous cen-
ters controliing respiration.
br. Carr's Statement.

Dr. Carr. in econnection with the
dGeath last evening, gave the following
interview “Munk has not’ been wijj
for asyear. At the Thanksggiving zains
last vear 4t Morgantown between W
V.U and W, & J. h¢ Wwas injured in a
manner very similer te the -accident
today. “He never tully recovered from
that injury, and wgs subject to dizzy

dsvells, spots betore the eves, ete., s a

result, He had no business Jin thi

game, g a very slight blow “ould

have accomplished his death.”
Manager Tom Foulk, of the West

Virginia team said “Mvnk has not
been well, but he insisted on playing
He received raps in the Penusylvania
and Pitt games, but not on the head,
which made Lim dizzy end forced him
to retire from the coutest.”

Muni was the son of Fred Munk, of
Conneilsviile, Pa.,, who was mnotified
immedately follewing his son’s death
and he left immediately for this city.|
The body wasz tuken to Mendel's under- |
taking parlors, where it will be pre-|
pared for slipment to Connellsville,!
He was twenty-one years old.

Always Pliyed Foothall,

Munk always pluved football. At the
Connell:a'mo High school he was cap-
tain and® quarterback. Later he at-
tended Bucknell College, at Lew
Pa., from which place he went

He pluyed qua

.
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CONTINURD PROM PAGE OWE.
{iear unfil the gawe wday, when he
]unt im ag.teft hali. Hc was ahortstop
lor the bascball team lurt spring.

! ‘The play in Which M ) was in-
{jured was pectliar, and po one appearcd
lcortain jus: what bad-6ccurred. Beil
was sunging the vall, and Munk was
tending tue ‘aterferes, pnd was sonme
Adistance yehind hany's lLae in the
fopen field, when bé went down with
{1zt Bad McCoy, ot ghe Ecthany team,
{on ton of kim. McCoy was lmmaliate-
iy put out of the game by Uwmpire
Youry, who, when usted s to his ace
tioh by a rgporter, szi¢ that he bhnd
lpor seen mufte of the piby then that
‘I heCoy get up and wulkea awey from
{1lie follen piayer. Releree Sudgen sald
"Ithe rame.
Captain  Heule)’s Ntatement,
| Captain Hentey, of Betrnfiiy, when
""a.kee convernimp the pley, sald: It
[+ the olsersus of opinion amwong the
{ cthuny playecs that M nk hit MicCoy
o nd MeCoyr hit him buck. Nono of the
“UBetLany players suy the play, nor do
') thipk the officials did, as all were
{woteing the mam with the ball.
Couah Townsend said: “Slugging
‘ilhad heen guing om all throuvgh the
' nane, and ust prior to the accident 1
"Hind asked the olliciuls to pave it stop-
L ea, but they paid no attention to my
i oemarks, All of our players decply re-
- leret the aftair, and toworrow we will
"yake up a roputar subreription to pare
s b a ol o ring to, in A measure,
v ehew the boy's parcits oup feeling in
e atter.
il Coronct®s Inquest.
vl Last nizht Coroner lcgers hicld an
t inques: or the denti 'of Rudoiph Munk. |
Fibe verdict Wae thot aeith was dque tof
ploanses an ctated above, the injury re-
»roned inoa manres vnknown. Charles
A bewder, conen: i R Bell, right half
- tnes, nad Tom L. Foulk, manager, of)
3 otes Wost Vil team, snd H. D,
¢ Pococktwere expmiged.  Thele mu-‘

lony wis to the ¢ifcet that Murk had
Veen efthor jolted or struck by louwl
" poerson. That they hud hcard that Gar-
Y Lor (Lethany  sub-end) l.u‘ slugged
‘Munk, und *Lat they thcught®Tige' Mce-
" Farlund, of 8t. Claireville, nnd P. M.
CDiason, of Pittshurg, probably saw the
W iugping. Ceroner Rogers sent to
9 usburg fer Lmpine Young, aod an-
ctiier hearing on the ensc wiil be hel‘
ey, . . 5
Ii. Tegard to the neation of End Gar-
“ ep oat the cercner’s inQuest, Capiain
londey statea thet he hac not been in
0 the game il that he, Henley, bad 18-
Cplaced MoCoy  fiumedlately following
1, the acgident,




