LA/ R .
A &H West Virginia Archives and History

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY
NOVEMBER 15

West Virginia State Archives

On November 15, 1964, fire destroyed the Cameron Clay Products plant
in Cameron.

CS0O: SS.8.9,ELAS8.1
Investigate the Document: (Wheeling Intelligencer, November 16, 1964)
1. Cameron Clay Products had recently resumed its operations following a two-year closure. How long
had the plant been operating prior to the fire?

2. According to the article, where did the fire originate?
3. How many people were employed by the plant at the time of fire?

Think Critically: What were the effects on the town of Cameron in the aftermath of the blaze? What vital
industries exist today in Cameron and Marshall County?
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New Industry
Only Three
Weeks Old

Yorkville Packing
Plant Also Hit
By Blaze Sunday

By HENRY RUMINSKI
Of The Intelligencer Staff

A plant upon which the town
of Cameron had pinned its fond-
est economic bhopes burmed to
the ground yesterday.

The damage to the Camemn

weeks ago after being idle for
about two years, is expected to
run into the hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars, possibly as
much as $500,000 according to
some firemen.

“It's terrible. R's very, very
bad for the people of thas town.
It’s a big economic blow,' com-
mented a saddened Mayor Wil-
bam L. Johnson of Cameron
who was one of the firemen to
answer the call

Plant Manager William
! Chandler declined to estimate
the damage cnd said any deci-

| The Cameron blaze was the
‘.econd muoroueu: the Ohio

| Valley yuwnh.y The first oc-
|\curnd “the Kull packing
|| bouse in Yorkville which sus-

tained heavy damage in an ear-
’ ly moming blaze.
' One Cameron official est-
mated that the replacement
value of the plant 1s approxi-
mately $250,000. The coocrete
biock and brick building, which
measured about 300 by 100 feet,
was over 50 years old
Firemen from eight commun-
Mies as well as Cameron ans-
wered the alarm which was
turned in about 4 pm. by an

unidentified cailer. The fire-
men came from Limestone,
Bethany, Sherrard, Hundred,

Graysville, Pa., Jacktown, Glen
Dale and Cameron and were
credited by Mayor Johnsen last
mght for doing ‘'a magnificent
' Job 1n comung to the aid of Cam-
 eron

Emmett Burge, the fire chief
of Cameron, said the blaze
spread rapdly th.ougnout tine
burding, located on the out-
skins o the town, and firemen
devoted their efforts to keeping
the {ire confined

Portions of the gutted inter-
or were sull glowing at press
ume this morning and one fire
vehicle was scheduled to re-
main at the scene throughout
the night

Chandler said the exact cause
of the blaze has not been de-
termined but he said 1t appar-
ently started n the kiun rovom.
Une Cameron ressdent said she
heard an explosion which may
have been caused by a kin
erupting

The piant manager sad work-
men were able o save only a
few office records. He also
noted that firemen were able
1o keep the blaze from reachung
a nearby frame garage winuch
the company owned.

According to Chandler, about
40 persons were empiloyed at
the plant at the ume of the fire
but addstional workers were
siated o start thns week When
the purchase by Sikeston was
anpounced late 1n September,
company offictals saxd employ-
ment would at first be about 70
but there was a posstbility the
total would climb to about 100.

The plamt was beung rebult
by Sikeston to manufacture cer-
amic lamp bases. Chandler said
much of the remodelng work
had been completed pnor to
yesterday's fire

The blaze attracted hundreds
of spectators from throughout
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the area and law enforcement

officers in
said the
Cameron were jammed with
Sunday motornsts.

In the

Marshall Coumty

everung hours, the

roads to and from '

blaze could be seen from the !

hilltops from as far away as
Sherrard
expected to be 1n full operauon
early next spnng

The sale of the abandoned fa.

The plant had beea |

cility. Johnson noted, was the !

product of the efforts of "a lot
of people” who had high hopes
for the anucipated economic
| benefits

“We were just starting to no-
tice the benefits of the mmcome
when this hit. We hope and wall
make every effort to get it re-
built.”" remarked Rachard Bur-
ley. chairman of the industnal
development committee of the
Cameron Planning Commission

The committee headed by
Burley not only played a major
role in lunng the Chicago firm
to Cameron but also has bhopes
of attracng a wood venmeer
plant to the Marshall County
communaty

Mrs. Joseph Kull, wife of the
owper of the Yorkwille packing |
plant, said an undetermined ]|
amount of meat was destroyed |
but 73 hogs and several head of
|cattle m a barm were rushed 10
| safety. The blaze of undeter-
»mmed origin was battied by |
|firemen from Yorkville, Til
tonsville, Maruns Ferry, Glen
Robbins and Rayvland who were
at the scene untd 3 p.m

Only the f{ront section and

‘walls of the building, located on

Highland Ave.,
ing.

were left stand-



