
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

November 21 

On November 21, 1968, a bomb exploded in the Physical Education at 

Bluefield State College. 

 

CSO: SS.8.25, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (State Papers and Public Addresses of Hulett C. Smith: 1965-69) 

1. What agency was requested by Governor Smith to investigate at Bluefield State College after a series 

of disturbances between blacks and whites at football games resulted in the suspension of several 

students? 

 

2. What was the reward, offered by Governor Smith, for information leading to the arrest of those 

responsible for the bombing? Where on campus did the bomb explode?  

 

3. How many people did Governor Smith speculate were in the vicinity of the explosion and could have 

potentially lost their lives?  

 

4. How did Governor Smith describe the college administration’s response to student demonstrators?  

 

Think Critically: Were violent altercations and hostilities a common occurrence between whites and blacks 

on college campuses during the 1960s? What do you think it was like for African Americans in the late-

1960s, shortly after the Jim Crow laws were removed? What do you think it felt like for people to live under 

a Jim Crow system? 



 

  



 

  



 


