
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

November 25 

Joseph Ray, the author of widely-used mathematics textbooks, was born 

near Wheeling on November 25, 1807. 

 
CSO: SS.8.23, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Ray’s Primary Arithmetic, 1857) 

1. Ray’s Arithmetic suggests teachers should teach one thing at a time, and __________ ______ 

__________. 

 

2. What is Lesson I in Ray’s Arithmetic Book?  

 

Think Critically: Out of 100 questions, 17 dealt with calculating work times and/or man-hours for manual 

labor, 14 with buying and selling for profit, and 18 with personal finances. Livestock, apples, cloth, wine, 

tea, flour and sugar figured prominently. Does this suggest anything about the period in which it was written? 
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