
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

November 27 

Workers completed track-laying in St. Marys for the Ohio River 

Railroad on November 27, 1883. 

 
CSO: SS.8.8, SS.8.9, SS.8.13, SS.8.14, SS.8.23, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Sc82-228) 

• Use your knowledge of West Virginia geography and the Ohio River Railroad schedule to answer the 

following: 

o Distance from Wheeling: 

▪ New Martinsville________ 

▪ St. Marys______ 

▪ Williamstown_________ 

▪ Ravenswood__________ 

▪ Point Pleasant________ 

▪ What do each of these communities have in common? 

o Which station served as the closest point to “halfway” between Kenova and 

Wheeling? 

 

Think Critically: How did the building of railroads facilitate the growth of West Virginia? Did the Ohio 

Valley provide the forgiving terrain necessary to build the railroad from Wheeling to Kenova? Industry 

dominated parts of the rail line, but what was between the industrial hubs centered around Wheeling-

Parkersburg-Huntington? 

Train at St. Marys, 1908 

 



 

  



 


