
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

November 29 

William Erskine Stevenson, who served as governor of West Virginia 

from 1869 to 1871, died in Parkersburg on November 29, 1883. 

 
CSO: SS.8.22, SS.8.23, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (William Erskine Stevenson Papers, Ar1724) 

1. What holiday is Governor William E. Stevenson encouraging West Virginians to observe? 

 

2. What does Governor Stevenson suggest that the holiday removes? Encourages? 

 

3. Where was the state capitol of West Virginia located in 1869? 

 

Think Critically: Does Governor Steven indirectly allude to the Civil War in his proclamation? Were there 

still sectional tensions in the years that followed the Civil War? How has Thanksgiving changed since 1869? 

Has the holiday become more secular? 

 



 

 


