
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

November 30 

On November 30, 1968, the Consolidated Coal Company's Number 9 

Mine was sealed, ten days after an explosion that resulted in the deaths 

of 78 miners. 

CSO: SS.8.9, SS.8.25, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Ms89-41) 

1. What led to the decision to ultimately seal the Consolidated Coal Company's Number 9 Mine? 

  

2. What were the possible causes of the explosion?  

 

3. Were there any escapeways?  

 

4. Did the national media attempt to manipulate the coverage of the disaster by untruthful storylines?  

 

5. How much were the widows of the fallen miners given per month?  

 

6. According to Appendix C, how many miners lost their lives in 1968? 

 

Think Critically: How has mine safety changed in the past fifty years? Did the Farmington Mine Disaster 

force more federal oversight into mine safety? How did the town of Farmington deal with this major 

disaster? 

 



 

  



  



 

  



 

  



 

 

  



 


