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Wo. 286 July 13, 1918

Pirst Row, left to right:
D.0.Jackling,Secy Baker,

P.0.March and M. 5.Ketobum

Newton Diehl Baker, who served as secretary of war during World War
I, was born in Martinsburg on December 3, 1871.

CSO: SS.8.24, ELA8.1
Investigate the Document: (Correspondence Between Secretary of War Newton D. Baker and

Congressman Howard Sutherland—Ms83-2)
1. Newton Baker’s inquiry was into what matter involving the “colored men?”

2. Using the date in the header, which war did Newton Baker preside over the United States Army as
Secretary of War?

Think Critically: How do you think African American troops were treated during the war? Were African
Americans still fighting for respect from their white comrades? Were African American units still
segregated? Do you think the issues arising from Newton Baker’s inquiry were common?
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WAR DEPARTMENT,
WASHINOTON

January 31, 1918.

My dear Senator

Immediately after my rety to my office from the Senate hearing
on Monday, I caused inquiry to bo made of General Nicholson at Camp Meade
with rezard to the report that certain of the colored men there had not .been

supplied with woolen underwear, and thai some of them were required to re-

ceive and use c¢ elothingz from other soldiers.

teneral Nicholson called on me yesterday, to say that he had made

inspection to determine the facts, and that every man in his com-

mand, white and colored, is adequately supplied with heavy woolen undarwear,

uniforms. and overcoats, and that there are no instances of cast-off cloth-

iny being taken from one soldier and ziven to another, except in one or two
cases whers men had drawn clothing obviously too large for them and were
required to return it to » quartermaster for re-issue.
If you have the means of reaching your informant in this maiter,
I would be most happy to hav im call on me so that I can endeavor to find
out just 1t misleadinz report he relied on for his information.
Cordially yours,
l\.-\"““/;“:‘( “
Secretary of
Hon. Howard Sutherland
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Very truly yours,



