
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

December 8 

A telethon to benefit West Virginia flood victims was held at the 

Cultural Center in Charleston on December 8, 1985. 

 CSO: SS.8.14, SS.8.17, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Mike Greer Collection, Ms2009-133) 

1. Use the map and your knowledge of West Virginia geography to determine whether the following 

communities were in either a (disaster/federal aid county, a disaster county, or not affected.) 

o Fairmont___________________ 

o Philippi ____________________ 

o Sissonville__________________ 

o Buckhannon________________ 

o Ansted_____________________ 

o Kingwood__________________ 

2.  Use the “West Virginia Most Severely Hit Flood Counties” document and your knowledge of West 

Virginia geography to answer the following: 

o What is the county seat of Mineral County?  

o Was Moorefield among the communities most severely hit? In what geographic region is 

Moorefield located? Can you identify two additional counties listed on the document that lie 

in the same geographic as Moorefield? 

o Which of the counties that was considered ‘most severely hit’ has the westernmost county 

seat? What was the county’s total population? 

3. Which agency is Governor Moore praising in his letter? 

 

Think Critically: The Flood of 1985 resulted in the tragic deaths of 47 people; thus, using your knowledge 

of West Virginia geography, can you identify (3) rivers located in the Potomac Section or Allegheny 

Highlands that resulted in life-threatening conditions? (e.g. Greenbrier, Potomac, Cheat, Greenbrier, South 

Branch of the Potomac, Tygart Valley) What additional impacts can floods have on an affected area? 

 

 

Performers at telethon to benefit 1985 flood victims. Photo by Michael Keller. 

 



 

  



  



 


