
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

December 9 

Herbert J. Thomas Memorial Hospital in South Charleston, named for 

the World War II Congressional Medal of Honor winner, opened on 

December 9, 1946. 

 
CSO: SS.8.1, SS.8.7, SS.8.25, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (The Charleston Daily Mail, December 8, 1946; West Virginia History, Vol. 

XVII, No. 2, January 1956) 

1. Why was the need for the construction of Herbert J. Thomas Memorial Hospital immensely stressed? 

  

2. What initially prevented the second floor from being opened? 

 

3. Why was the hospital named after Herbert J. Thomas?  

 

Think Critically: According to Business Insider, West Virginia was ranked the 46th unhealthiest state in the 

country (2017), 48th in average income (2019), while CBC News alarmingly places West Virginia #1 in drug 

overdoses. In the long term, prosperous economies are associated with longer and healthier lives—do these 

statistics indicate why the healthcare industry has been an industry that has continued to grow in West 

Virginia? Why do you think a struggling economy can affect the population? 

 

 



 

  



 

 


