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ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY
DECEMBER 13

Colonel Edward Johnson and General Robert Milroy

On December 13, 1861, Confederate troops of the Army of the
Northwest, led by Colonel Edward Johnson, repulsed an attack by a

Union force under the command of General Robert Milroy at the Battle
of Allegheny Mountain.

CSO: SS.8.22, ELA8.1
Investigate the Document: (The Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series I, Vol. V)
1. December 13,1861-What do you think is a “picket”?
2. December 15,1861- Colonel Edward Johnson states in his correspondence that the Union soldiers did
what with their dead & wounded in the aftermath of the battle?
o According to Colonel Johnson, who had the numerical advantage prior to the battle?

3. December 19, 1861- According to the report, 17 7:15 a.m. on the morning of the battle, the Union
flank numbered , While the Confederate forces did not exceed
o What two advantages did the Union possess during the early stages of the confhct"

December 17, 1861-What time of the day did the firing begin?
According to the table, what was the aggregate loss that the Confederate forces sustained under
Colonel Edward Johnson at the Battle of Alleghany Mountain?

SN

Think Critically: Why do you feel that the Union strategy implemented by Brigadier General Robert H.
Milroy used the strategy of “surprise” considering the numbers were in his favor? Did the terrain possibly
force him to use this tactic? Are there any strategies in today’s forces that you think were structured by the
Civil War? Do you think the Confederate States, in today’s time, are still different from those that belonged
to the Union?
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STAUNTON, VA., December 17, 1861

SIR : I inclose herewith a copy of the letter [of 15th instant] thig dén
received from Col. E. Johnson, commanding at Alleghany.* In C()ngx
quence of the necessity of meeting the enemy at Alleghany, anq thL
uncertainty of their movement, I have determined to keep the coxumam‘i
of Colonel Johnson where it is for the present, holding it in readineg
to move at any time in the direction of Moorefield should it be t]lOllg};i
best. I do this for the reason that it would be some days before that
command could move, and that it is undoubtedly the determinatioy ‘OI‘
the enemy to occupy Alleghany Pass, if possible, and to re-enforce Gen.
eral Kelley by crossing the Alleghany and forming a junction with him
via Moorefield. Ihave, besides the command of Colonel Taliaferro (foup
regiments), advanced some days ago, the whole of the troops from the
Huntersville line, composed of the three Tennessee, two Virginia, regj.
ments, and the Hampden and Danville batteries of artillery, in all
about 6,000 men. !

Two of the regiments, the Seventh Tennessee and the Twenty-first
Virginia, left here on yesterday, via the Valley road, and the remaindep
are now at Ryan’s, about 20 miles distant, on the Monterey road. I shaj
order to move to-morrow morning, via Harrisonburg, the whole, o
form a junction with General Jackson at the earliest possible moment,

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, '
W. W. LORING,
Brigadier-General,

General SAMUEL COOPER,

Adjutant and Inspector General C. S. Army, Richmond, Va.

No. 5.

Reports of Col. Edward Johnson, Twelfth Georgia Infantry, and response
of the Secretary of War.

CAMP ALLEGHANY, December 13, 1861,

CoLoNEL: Yesterday I sent out a scout, who fell in with a column of
the enemy, killing some 8 or 10. This morning our pickets were driven
in about 4 a. m. I made preparations to meet the enemy. They ap-
peared in force—not less than 5,000 men; attacked my right and left. On
the right there are no defensive works. On the hill to the left we have
hastily thrown up a trench. I have only about 1,200 effective men. Four
hundred of my men met the enemy on the right flank, and after a severe
contest defeated them. On the left the enemy attacked our intrench-
ments, but failed to carry them. They were met on both points with
the most determined heroism, and, after a contest lasting from 7 a. m.
until near 2 p. m., repulsed with greatloss. Our victory has been com-
plete, but dearly bought. We have lost several gallant officers killed
and many wounded. Among the killed are Capt. P. B. Anderson, Lee
Battery ; Captain Mollohan, Hansborough’s battalion. Wounded, Cap-
tain Deshler, my acting assistant adjutant-general; Lieutenant-Colonel
Hansborough, Lieut. George T. Thompson, Thirty-first Virginia Regi-
ment, and others—Lieutenant Thompson fatally, I fear.

The enemy were led into my camp by a Virginia traitor. Since the
battle the Forty-fourth have come up, and the Fifty-eighth, I am in-
formed, is en route to this place. The enemy left a large number killed

"f{cports No. 5, p. 461.
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1 wounded on the field. They carried off a large number, some ten
ﬂ:l(twcl\'e ambulance loads of wounded.
or twe

I trast immediate action will be taken relativeto this position. Under
nt orders, I have sent to the rear a large quantity of ordnance and
rece' nee stores. I have all along contended that this place would be
Ordn(:iv(l if we abandoned it. I feel confident that they have planned
Oc?}l.lltf'lck upon information furnished by deserters from this camp, and
th.lbt ‘tm‘w will oceupy it if we leave it. The position is one which could
:\l'li‘tlh sufficient force be made quite strong, but the extent of ground to
be occupied is too l;}r;:c 1'()1'7 a small one. My first letter to you will show
that L thought the force left here was too small. L
Prisoners taken to-day state that the enemy had 5,000 men d{'m\'n
from IIuttons\'l.lle,. Cheat Mountain, and other places in rear of Cheat
Mountain. I will forward you a more detailed report at my earliest con-
venience. I am making preparations for the enemy in the event, which
I do not think probable, of his renewing the attack to-morrow or at any
time before we evacuate this position. - ! ‘
In the event of remaining here, stores must be immediately sent back.
If we leave, we should do so as soon as the public property is sent back.
I am, sir, very respectfully,
E. JOHNSON,
Colonel, Commanding.
Col. C. L. STEVENSON,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army Northwest.

CAMP ALLEGHANY, December 15, 1861.

CoLONEL: I have nothing to report concerning the enemy since the
battle except what I hear from prisoners. From a sergeant captured
I learn that Generals Reynolds and Milroy commanded, and that the
expedition was based upon information furnished them by five deserters
from Hansborough’s battalion, who left here about a week since. Troops
were drawn from Beverly, Huttonsville, and Cheat Mountain. All that
they could collect were brought up. The right was guided to our posi-
tion by a traitor from Northwestern Virginia named Shipman, who is
quite familiar with this country. The left was guided by a noted guide
and traitor, who lived within 3 miles of this place, named Slater. We
had timely warning of their approach, but could not ascertain their
numbers before they made the attack. Our works had been suspended
in consequence of recent orders. None had been erected before we got
here.

The enemy were totally routed. I hear from citizens on the line of
their retreat that they carried numbers of dead and wounded by the
houses, and acknowledged that they had been badly whipped. They
were heard to accuse their officers of deceiving them, insisting that
our numbers were largely superior to their own. They were much
demoralized, and I hope they have received a good lesson. Four addi-
tional dead bodies of the enemy were found this mornine. We have 12
or 14 of their wounded, most of whom will die. Our loss has been severe,
but with our small number against such odds it was not singular. The
Forty-fourth Virginia came up soon after the fight. It is still here.

Immediately after the fight I ordered the transportation of stores
from this place to stop, and no more trains to be sent to this place until
farther orders. I am strengthening my works, and I trust that some-
thing decisive will be determined upon, so that I may know what to
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do. The ordnance ammunition had nearly all been sent back when we
were attacked, but most of the fighting was with infantry.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. JOHNSON,
Colonel, Commanding,
Col. C. L. STEVENSON, Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS MONTEREY LINE,
Camp Alleghany, December 19, 1861,

CoLoNEL: I have the honor to submit the following report of the
engagement with the enemy which occurred at this place on the 13th
instant :

On the 12th I sent out a scouting party of 106 men, commanded by
Major [John D. H.] Ross, of the Fifty-second Virginia Volunteers, with
instructions to ambuscade a point on the pike beyond Camp Baxter, on
Greenbrier. On the afternoon of that day the advance guard of the
enemy approached, were fired into by Major Ross’s command, and many
of them killed or wounded. Immediately the main body of the enemy
approached in force, deployed, and advanced upon our scouting party,
who retired and came into camp that night.

On the morning of the 13th, about 4 a. m., I was aroused by the offi-
cer of the day, who reported firing at the advance pickets on the pike
in the direction of the enemy, I immediately turned out the whole of
my command, and prepared to meet them. I ordered Hansbrough’s
battalion, the Thirty-first Virginia, commanded by Major Boykin, and
Reger’s battalion to occupy the crest of the mountain on the right, to
guard against approach from that quarter. On this hill there were no
defenses. There were some fields and felled timber beyond, which
reached the crest of the mountain. The enemy advanced to our front,
and, conducted by a guide, a Union man from Western Virginia, who
was familiar with the roads and trails in the vicinity, turned off from
the turnpike about a mile from our position, near the base of the mount-
ain, and reached our right by a trail which led into a road coming into
the field slightly in our rear. As they approached this position pickets
thrown out from Hansbrough’s battalion discovered them, and reported
them as advancing in strong force.

About 7.15 o’clock a. m. the enemy advanced, and a terrific fire com-
menced. The enemy on this flank numbered fully 2,000. They were
gallantly met by our troops, who did not exceed 300 at this time. As
soon as I heard the firing I ordered two companies of the Twelfth
Georgia (Hawkins’ and Blandford’s), who had at the first alarm been
posted on the pike about a quarter of a mile in front down the mount-
ain, to move up immediately to the support of our forces on the right.
Three other companies of the Twelfth (Davis’, Hardeman’s, and Patter-
son’s), Lieut. U. E. Moore commanding, were also ordered to the sup-
port of those on the right, who were making a gallant defense and
holding the position against immense odds. Gallantly did the Georgians
move up, and, taking position on the left, received a terrible fire from
the enemy.

By this time the extreme right had been forced back, but seeing the
Georgians, who came on with a shout, they joined them, and moved
upon the enemy, who, taking advantage of some fallen trees, brush, and
timber, poured upon them a terrific fire. Our men were checked, but
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pot driven back. They did not yield an inch, but steadily advaneced,
cheered and led by their officers. Many of the officers fought by the
side of their men and led them on to the conflict. I never witnessed
parder fighting. The enemy, behind trees, with their long-range arms,
at first had decidedly the advantage, but our men soon came up to
them and drove them from their cover. I cannot speak in terms too
exaggerated of the unflinching courage and dashing gallantry of those
500 men who contended from 7.15 a. m. until 1.45 p. m. against an im-
mensely superior force of the enemy, and finally drove them from their
ositions and pursued them a mile or more down the mountain.

I cannot name all who deserve particular mention for this gallantry
and good conduct. Colonel Hansbrough, whilst gallantly leading his
pattalion, was wounded by a pistol-shot and carried from the field.
Soon after the fight became general the brave Lieut. G. T. Thompson,
of the Thirty-first Virginia, fell severely wounded. His good conduct
had attracted my attention, and he fell within a few feet of me. Cap-
tain Mollohan, while cheering and leading his men in pursuit of the
enemy, fell mortally wounded. Lieutenant Moore, Twelfth Georgia
Volunteers, whilst gallantly leading a charge, fell mortally wounded.
This gallant officer was ever ready for any expedition involving danger;
he was truly brave. Captains Davis, Blandford, Hardeman, and Haw-
kins, their officers and men, behaved admirably. Captain Davis and
his company were conspicuous for their gallantry and good conduct
throughout the figcht. Adjutant Willis, Lientenants McCoy, Etheridge,
Marshall, and Tuarpin, Twelfth Georgia Regiment, deserve particular
mention for their good conduct. Major F. M. Boykin, jr., command-
ing Thirty-first Virginia Volunteers, his officers and men, deserve
my thanks for their unflinching courage throughout the struggle.
This regiment suffered severely. Lieutenants Toothman, J. Johnson,
McNewmar, J. R. Philips, all wounded, deserve honorable mention.
Captain Thompson, Thirty-first Virginia, deserves special notice. Ad-
jutant Morgan, Lieutenants Robinson, Haymond, Sergeants Jarvis,
Roder, Privates Collins, Musgrave, and Green, Hansbrough’s battalion,
are favorably mentioned by their commanders.

My command consisted of the Twelfth Georgia Regiment, under the
immediate command of Lieut. Col. Z. T. Conner; Fifty-second Virginia,
Major Ross’, Hansbrough’s, and Reger’s battalions; Thirty-first Vir-
ginia, Major Boykin; Lee Battery of artillery, four pieces, Capt. P. B.
Anderson ; Captain Miller’s battery, four pieces, and a detachment of
Pittsylvania cavalry, Lieutenant Dabney. The artillery was posted on
the hill to the left of my position, which had been intrenched. Imme-
diately after the troops were turned out the Twelfth Georgia and Fifty-
second Virginia were ordered into the trenches. The Pittsylvania
cavalry, dismounted, under Lieutenant Dabney, also went into the
trenches, armed with carbines. A large column of the enemy, led by
one Slater, a traitor, well acquainted with the country, approached the
left of this position by a road running along a leading ridge.

About half an hour after the attack was made on the right this
column came up on the left to our trenches. They were evidently sur-
prised to find us intrenched. Here the brave Anderson, by a fatal
mistake, lost his life. As the enemy advanced he rode to the trenches
and invited them in, thinking they were our returning pickets, at the
same time telling our men not to fire. He was instantly shot down by
the advanced body of the enemy’s force. Our men then opened a
galling fire upon them, and they fell back into the fallen timber and
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brush, from which they kept up a constant fire at our men in the
trenches and upon our artillerists.

My acting assistant adjutant-general, Capt. James Deshler, of the
artillery, whilst behaving most gallantly, was shot down in the trenches
by a wound through both thighs. He refused to leave the field, anq
remained in the trenches until the day was over. Captain Millep
opened upon the enemy with his guns and behaved with great gal.
lantry, exposing himself at his guns to the fire of the enemy’s sharp.
shooters. After the enemy’s force on the right had been repulsed and
driven from the field, I ordered all of our men who had been engaged
in that quarter to join the troops in the trenches on the left. They took
post with the other troops, and opened fire on the enemy as occasion
offered. The enemy, under the fire of artillery and infantry, soon re.
treated from the left, leaving their dead and wounded.

The enemy’s force on the left was larger, if anything, than the force on
the right. They numbered in all about 5,000 men, who had been drawn
from Belington, Beverly, Huttonsville, Elk Water, and Cheat Mount.
ain. My force did not exceed 1,200 effective men of all arms. General
Reynolds, U. S. Army, commanded the whole of the enemy’s forces, and
General Milroy the attack on our right. General Milroy is reported by
prisoners captured to have been wounded. The enemy left upon the
field 35 dead and 13 wounded. They carried from the field large num-
bers of dead and wounded. This I get from citizens who reside upon
the roads along which they retreated. Ten or twelve ambulances were
seen conveying their wounded. We captured 3 prisoners and about 100
stand of arms, which the enemy had thrown away in his flight.

Although we have reason to be thankful to God for the victory
achieved over our enemies on this occasion, we can but lament the loss
of many valuable lives. Our casunalties amount to 20 killed, 96 wounded,
and 28 missing. Many of the missing have returned since the day of
the battle. I am much indebted to Surgs. H. R. Green, of the Twelfth
Georgia Regiment, and W. T. Blanc, of the Thirty-first Virginia Vol
unteers, for their attention to our own wounded as well as those of the
enemy. They have been untiring in their efforts to alleviate their suf-
ferings. Dr. Green was slightly wounded in the hand by a spent ball
while attending to the wounded.

Herewith I submit a list of casualties; also the reports of commanders
of regiments and corps.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. JOHONSON,
Colonel Twelfth Georgia Regiment, Comdy. Monterey Line.

Col. C. L. STEVENSON,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army Northwest, Staunton.

WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A.,
Richmond, December 23, 1861.

Sir: The report of the engagement of the 13th instant, in which your
gallant command met and repulsed a vastly superior force with a steady
ralor worthy of the highest admiration, has been communicated by me
to the President, and I rejoice to be made the medium of communi-
cating to you and to your officers and men the expression of his thanks
and of the great gratification he has experienced at your success.

I am happy to add that the President readily and cheerfully assented
to my suggestion that you should be promoted to the rank of brigadier-
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gonm'u], as a mark of his approval of your conduct, and your nomina-
tion will accordingly be this day sent in to the Congress, and take date
from the day of the battle.
I am, your obedient servant,
J. P. BENJAMIN,
Secretary of War.
Brig. Gen. EDWARD JoHNSON, Camp Alleghany.

No. 6.
Report of Lieut. Col. Z. T. Conner, Twelfth Georgia Infantry.

CAMP ALLEGHANY, December 17, 1861,

Sme: I have the honor of submitting this brief and hastily-drawn-up
report of the battle of 13th instant:

About 4.30 o’clock in the morning, in obedience to your orders, I pro-
ceeded with seven companies of the Twelfth Georgia Regiment to oc-
cupy the rude and hastily-drawn-up intrenchments. At 6.30 the enemy
were reported in strength upon our right flank, and about sunrise the
firing commenced, and was continued without intermission for over two
hours, the enemy from their greatly-superior force disputing most obsti-
nately every inch of ground. The contest was so closely waged for some
time that I was induced to dispatch two companies from Twelfth Geor-
gia Regiment, Company B, Captain Hardeman, and Company I, the
Jamented Lieutenant Moore commanding, to re-enforce our little band
and aid in driving the enemy back.

About this time the attack was commenced upon our left, the enemy
having covered himself by the heavily fallen timber until within 50
paces of our temporary earthworks. The firing had little effect except
in exposed positions, which resulted in some deeply-to-be-deplored casu-
alties. The death of those gallant officers, Captain Anderson and Lieu-
tenant Reger, and badly wounding that most efficient, indefatigable, and
brave officer Captain Deshler, who, though shot down, utterly refused to
be sent from the field until the enemy were repulsed with great loss.

The conduct of the officers and men of the entire left wing was ex-
ceedingly creditable. TFor list of casualties I beg leave to refer you to
accompanying tabular statement of Lieutenant Whitesides, acting adju-
tant Twelith Georgia Regiment.

I am, very respecttully, your obedient servant,
Z. T. CONNER,
Lieutenant-Colonel Twelfth Georgia Regiment.
Col. EDWARD JOHNSON, Commanding Alleghany Line.

No. 7.
Report of Lieut. Col. G. W. Hansbrough, C. 8. Army.

CAMP ALLEGHANY, December 16, 1861,

CoroNEL: After the alarm about 4.30 a. m. on the 13th instant, pur-
suant to your orders my battalion was stationed in the woods on the
hill above and to the right of our encampment. Scouts were sent out
by me to the turnpike road below us and towards Varner’s on the right.
The Thirty-first Virgjnia, under command of Major Boykin, ordered to

30 R R—VOL V
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co-operate with us, did not come up, owing, I believe, to the impassa.-
bleness of the blockade in the dark, and were several hundred yards to
our left.

Soon after the dawn of day the scouts reported the approach of the
enemy in strong force on the extreme right. Determining to feel the
enemy with a view to test his strength and temper, I immediately ad-
vanced the battalion to meet him, and approached within 150 yards of
where he was forming in line of battle a force at least ten times ag
numerous as mine. 1 sent a messenger to hurry up the Thirty-first,
which was then not in sight, and then ordered the battalion to fire and
fall back to meet the Thirty-first. The fire was delivered with coolness,
and it is thought with considerable effect. Upon us falling back the
enemy poured a volley of Minie balls, which, however, flew harmlessly
over our heads.

Meeting the gallant Thirty-first advancing in fine spirits, my men
rallied and returned vigorously to the charge. Their advance was re-
tarded, not hindered, by the logs and brush of the blockade. The fight
here was almost hand to hand, the roar of musketry was incessant and
deafening, but above the roar rang the shouts of officers and men. It
must be admitted that not much order was observed. The men fought
on their own hook, each loading and firing as fast as possible. The
Thirty-first and my battalion were mingled almost indiscriminately,
No praise applied to the conduct of officers or men here engaged in
battle ean be justly deemed excessive. Where all behaved so well it
may appear invidious to name any, but I cannot forbear to mention
that the calm, the ardent courage and soldierly demeanor of Adjt. C. S,
Morgan and the dauntless conduct of the noble Capt. William . Mol-
lohan commanded the applause of every beholder. Lieutenants Robin-
son and Haymond, Sergeants Jarvis and Roder, and Privates Collins,
Musgrave, Green, and scores of others deserve honorable mention.

Of my own personal knowledge I can say but little more, for here
in this first charge, whilst descending from a log on which 1 had been
standing for a moment urging the men forward to the charge, I was
prostrated by a pistol ball, which entered my right thigh. In this con-
dition I was borne off' the field. The enemy was then recoiling before
our fire. Their final discomfiture and retreat, after various vicissitudes,
are known to you. Victory has once more been awarded to the de-
fenders of the right, but we have to mourn many casnpalties. That
gallant patriot and soldier Captain Mollohan sealed his devotion to
the cause with his life’s blood. Lieutenant Haymond was severely
wounded. Our entire loss was 4 killed, 13 wounded (1 mortally and
several severely), and 5 missing.

Respeectfully,
G. W. HANSBROUGH,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Battalion.

Col. EDWARD JOHNSON, Commanding, &e.

No. 8.
Report of Maj. A. G. Reger, Twenty-fifth Virginia Infantry.

HEADQUARTERS TWENTY-FIFTH VIRGINIA REGIMENT,
Camp Alleghany, December 16, 1861.
Sir: I have the honor to report to you that on the morning of the
13th instant orders came to me that the enemy were approaching in
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force on the Greenbrier road, and to report the men under my com-
mand at once to you at the blacksmith shop, near the forks of the road,
which was done in the shortest possible time, and after remaining there
some time we were ordered to proceed down the Greenbrier road, which
was done in good order in double-quick time. When some 200 yards
down the road we were ordered up the hill by tie right flank through
a thick blockade. The hill being very steep and diffieult to ascend, the
men became very much scattered. When near the top of the hill I
received directions as coming from you to occupy the point of the hill
on the south side of the turnpike road, as the enemy were reported
advancing up the turnpike, which I did with a portion of the men,
whilst a portion of the Augusta Lee Rifles, under command of Capt.
R. D. Lilley ; a portion of the Rockbridge Guards, under command of’
Lieut. J. J. Whitmore ; a portion of the Franklin Guards, under com-
mand of Sergt. E. W. Boggs, and a portion of the Upshur Greys, num-
bering in all about 60 men, went to the support of our forces on the
right flank, out of which number 1 was killed and 11 wounded—none
supposed to be very dangerous.

The officers and men who went to the right flank are reported to have
acted bravely. Dr. Thomas Opie, assistant sargeon of my regiment,
has been unremitting in his care and attention to our wounded soldiers,
not only of this regiment, but in Colonel Hansbrougl’s battalion and
others.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. G. REGER,
Major, Comdg. Twenty-fifth Regiment Virginia Volunteers.

Col. EDWARD JOHNSON,
Commanding Forces on the Summit of Alleghany.

No. 9.
Report of Lieut. C. B. Dabney, C. 8. Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CaAyp,
Alleghany Summit, December 15, 1861.

SIr: I beg leave to report that on the morning of the 13th instant I
caused my command to turn out immediately I received intelligence of
the enemy’s having driven in our pickets and held it in readiness for
orders.

After remaining in this position for nearly two hours the enemy sud-
denly appeared on the crest of the hill on which the Thirty-first Vir-
ginia Regiment was encamped, and commenced a rapid fire of mus-
ketry. My position was in full range and my men very much exposed
to the fire. I immediately rode to headquarters to get orders, but found
Colonel Johnson absent, and was unable to ascertain in what part of
the field he was. Under these circumstances I considered it my duty
to carry my command where it could render some service, and would
not be compelled to stand exposed to a heavy fire from the enemy with-
out a chance of returning it. I accordingly marched it up to the in-
trenchments on the hill to the left of the turnpike, and made the men
dismount and stand to their horses.

After the lapse of some time the enemy appeared in force on our left
flank and commenced a heavy fire, which raked the hill. Not being
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able to find who was in command on the hill, and finding my men very
much exposed and in a position in which they could lCll(]Ol‘ 1o service,
I took the responsibility of ordering them to secure their horses l)(-lnn(l
the cabins and to go into the (htche.\ Directly I met with Colone]
Jolmson. I informed him of the steps which I had taken and my rea.
son therefor. He approved of them.

The trenches were so much crowded on the left flank that I was not
able to get more than 12 or 15 of my carbineers in a position where they
could shoot at the enemy with any effect. This detachment, ho\\um
kept up a regular and effective fire until the close of the engagement,

I take plcdsnre in stating that all of my men; and especially those
posted where theay could fire on the enemy, behaved with coolness ang
bravery and obeyed my orders promptly.

None of my command sustained any injury except Private John
Nuckols, who was slightly wounded in both hands and in the left arm
by a musket ball. Only two of my horses were wounded.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. E. DABNEY,
Second Lieutenant, Commanding Pittsylvania Cavalry.
Lieutenant WiLL1s, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 10.

Return of casualties in Colonel Edward Johnson’s command in the engagement at Camp
Alleghany, December 13, 1861.*

—

Killed. ’ Wounded. | Missing.
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Lo6 BAtOTY - . cccacivacns =31 s O 2R alascsne 1
MITOY B HRREOLY 'va s wie i corns i nini thoe e dninen e s e s kais L [ 8. lessnshsliss { 5
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DECEMBER 15, 1861.—Affair in Roane County, West Virginia.

Extract from “Record of Events,” return of Department of Western Vir-
ginia, for the month of December, 1861.

December 15, Captain Baggs, with a company of scouts, pursued the
bushwhackers into Roane County, on the Little Kanawha, attacked
and routed them, killing 5, wounding several, and taking 9 prisoners,
6 horses, a yoke of oxen, and burned down the houses in which they
were quartered. Lowerburn, a noted guerrilla, was killed.

" Cmn[nlcd from nominal list made by Lieutenant Willis, acting assistant adjutant
general.
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DECEMBER 15, 1861.—Capture of the sloop Victory.
Eeport of Brig. Gen. Joseph Hoolker, U. S. Army.

HEADQUARTERS HOOKER’S DIVISION,
Camp Baler, Lower Potomac, Maryland, Decémber 17, 1861.

GENERAL: I have this moment received a communication from Maj.
George H. Chapman, Third Indiana Cavalry, dated Millstone Landing,
December 15, 1861, informing me that his pickets had captured a sloop
engaged in the rebel trade, and is now awaiting instructions concern-
ing her. She is now at the mouth of the Patuxent. His letter relating
to this subject is as follows:

A party of my men captured a sloop, the Victory, of Baltimore, of about 40 tons
burden, with a small lot of contraband goods on board. Those on board deserted
her on the appearance of my men, and succeeded in making their escape. She was
taken near Spencer’s Landing, about 7 miles above here. I found on board 86,250
percussion caps, 43 pounds flax thread, 87 dozen fancy brass buttons, 2 boxes of nee-
dles, 1 sack of gum shellae, a box of carpenter’s tools, 1 carpet-sack and contents,
consisting of wearing apparel and some silver forks, spoons, &c., marked J. C. M.
and McC., a trunk and its contents, mainly clothing, and $25,328.17 in promissory
notes, payable to Hamilton Easter & Co., of Baltimore, on parties throughont the
Southern States, directed to Mr. James H. Weedon, 9 Pearl street, Richmond, Va.,
care Messrs. J. B. Ferguson & Co., with letters of instruction accompanying. I have
brought the sloop to this landing. I very much regret that my men did not catch
those on board. I will make such disposition of the sloop and things on board as
you may direct. The caps are suitable for Colt’s revolvers, I believe. I regret that
my men are not so armed.

In my opinion the best disposition to be made of her will be to have
her, with the property, brought up the Potomae to Liverpool Point
with her freight, and shall request the officer in command of the lower
flotilla to have a erew placed on board for that purpose. On her arrival
the {reight can be forwarded directly to Washington, and the sloop, if
found suitable, I should like to have retained here for service in the
quartermaster’s department. This disposition will be made of this
prize unless I should be otherwise instructed.

I have now three companies of cavalry operating between Port
Tobacco and the mouth of the Patuxent, and it will be much more
convenient for them to draw their forage and subsistence from Balti-
more than from this point. They should be landed at Millstone Land-
ing, which is in direct steamboat communication with Baltimore. This
arrangement will save 60 miles land transportation over horrible roads.
I have given directions for Major Chapman to make his requisitions on
the heads of those departments in Baltimore, and request that those
officers may be directed to honor them.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOSEPH HOOKER,
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division.
Brig. Gen. S. WiLLiAMS, Adjt. Gen., Army of the Potomac.

DECEMBER 15-17, 1861.—Operations on the Lower Potomac.
Report of Brig. Gen. S. G. French, C. S. Army.

HEADQUARTERS,
Evansport, December 17, 1861.
SIr: I have not deemed it necessary to report to you the actions of
the enemy in front of us. For the last three weeks they have daily



