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ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY
DECEMBER 27

On December 27, 1934, a boiler in a locomotive hauling mine workers at
McDunn in Fayette County exploded, resulting in the death of eighteen
miners.

CS0:SS.8.9,SS.8.24
Investigate the Document: (The Montgomery News, January 3, 1935)
1. Where did the locomotive boiler explosion occur?

2. How many miners was the work train carrying at the time of the explosion?
3. How many people were listed as dead or injured as a result of the accident?
Think Critically: A formal investigation was launched due to the locomotive boiler explosion. Consider the

description of the event as told in the second portion of the article. What did the inspectors conclude was the
cause of the explosion? How do boilers work? Why might one explode?
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contusion, burns on face.'

F. W, Romine, 51, gerebral co:tuh-.




