
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

December 28 

The John Henry statue at Talcott, commemorating the "steel drivin' 

man" who participated in the construction of the Big Bend railroad 

tunnel, was erected on December 28, 1972. 

 
CSO: SS.8.9, SS.8.11, SS.8.23, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (The Monroe Watchmen, October 27, 1932) 

1. Where is the Big Bend tunnel located? 

 

2. How long is the Big Bend tunnel? 

 

3. How did the workmen dig the tunnels before the steam drill? 

 

Think Critically: Do you know the story of John Henry? How does this account of the story compare to that 

of the John Henry legend? What role did John Henry have in digging the Big Bend tunnel? Do you believe 

John Henry was a real person? Have you visited the John Henry monument, located just outside the old Big 

Bend tunnel, at Talcott? 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


