
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

December 31 

President Abraham Lincoln signed the West Virginia statehood bill on 

December 31, 1862. 

 
CSO: SS.8.22, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (The Formation of the State of West Virginia, 975.403 P239) 

1. Which advisors to President Lincoln expressed views in favor of West Virginia’s statehood? Which 

were opposed?  

 

2. What was the New Year’s gift referenced by President Lincoln on December 31st? 

 

3. How did Jacob Blair enter the Presidential mansion on January 1st? Do you think this would be 

possible today? 

 

Think Critically: What did President Lincoln take out of the drawer at the Presidential mansion? The 

circumstances for the creation of West Virginia were unique. It was earlier stated in this document that it was 

not believed a two-thirds majority vote in Congress would be feasible for the creation of West Virginia. The 

supplemental act that followed specified that several counties would need to vote on and ratify the conditions 

in the said act. Why do you think this supplemental act was added? Whose controlled these counties (Union 

or Confederate)? 

 

 



 

 

  



  



 

 

 

 

  



 


