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 NAME 
HISTORIC P e t e r  T a r r  Furnace S i t e  

AND/OR C U ~ O N  

P e t e r  T a r r  Furnace 

 LOCATION . 

STREET&NUMBER- A long  Kings Creek Road about 1% m i l e s  e a s t  of W.Va. Route 2 - 
- .  

-NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

West V i r g i n t a  ' 5 4 Hancock 029 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS , PRESENTUSE 
-DISTRICT ?PUBLIC -OCCUPIED A G R I C U L T U R E  -MUSEUM 

-BUILDING(S) -PRIVATE XUNOCCUPED -COMMERCIAL -PARK 

-STRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK I N  PROGRESS -EDUCATIONAL -PRIVATE RESlbENCE 

%ITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE -ENTERTAINMENT -RELIG~OUS 

-0 W ECT -IN PROCESS -YES: RESTRICTED -GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

-BEING CONSIDERED XYES: UNRESTRICTED ANDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

-NO -MILITARY COTHER: sf ~ioric 
DOWNER OF PROPERTY 

NAME ' 

Hancock County (Court) Commissioners 

STREET & NUMBER 

Hancock County Courthouse, Ridge Avenue 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

New Cumberland - VICINITY OF West V i r g i n i a  

 LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REG'sTRy OF DEEDS.ETC. Hancock County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Ridge   venue 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

New C c  West V r r v ~  . . .  
- 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

I -FEDERAL -STATE -COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N  CHECK O N E  CHECK O N E  

-EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED -UNALTERED  ORIGINAL SITE 

-GOOD XRUINS ISALTERED -MOVED DATE 

-FAIR XUNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT A N D  ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Peter  Tarr  Furnace S i t e  i s  located along Kings Creek, a t r i b u t a r y  of 
the  Ohio River, j u s t  nor th  of Weirton, West Virginia.  The area  gent ly  r i s e s  
from t h e  creek bed, and behind t h e  furnace i s  a k n o l l  from which was extended 
a pathway by which ore  was dumped i n t o  the  s tack.  Below ground, the  foundation 
and salamander ( the  compartment i n t o  which was placed t h e  o r e  and f i r e )  were 
i n t m t  in I968 when a f i k e m s s  sf what was believed t o  be t h e  o r t g i n a l  furnace 
was constructed.  This foundation, c i r c u l a r  i n  dimension with an oval-shaped 
salamander within,  was not d is turbed.  

Af ter  the  furnace had ceased production, i t  was allowed t o  f a l l  i n t o  ru in .  
The wa l l s ,  o r i g i n a l l y  dry l a i d ,  collapsed and buried t h e  salamander and foundation. 
This mass f i l l e d ' w i t h  s o i l  and eventually formed a mound which ac ted  as a protec-  
t i o n  f o r  the  o u t l i n e  below ground. Evidence of const ruct ion methods and mate r i a l  
a r e  eminently ava i l ab le  i n  t h e  buried por t ions  and i n  t h e  s tone  which i n  p a r t  
formed the  mound. 

The current  reconstruction,  i f  not wholly accurate,  he lps  t o  p ro tec t  t h e  
area  from f u r t h e r  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  and misuse. The p o t e n t i a l  f o r  excavation and 
study of the  remnants of the  Peter  Tarr Furnace a r e  exce l l en t ,  f o r  much of t h e  
o r i g i n a l  bui ld ing mater ia ls  a r e  a t  the s i t e  and t h e  below-ground elements have 
not been dis turbed.  



'a SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

PREHISTORIC 

-) 11400-1499 
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-1 900- 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BE,LOW 
ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC -COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

~ R C H E O L O G Y - H I S T O R I C  -CONSERVATION . -LAW 

A G R I C U L T U R E  -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE 

J R C H I T E C T U R E  -EDUCATION XMILITARY 
A R T  -ENGINEERING -MUSIC 

XCOMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT -PHILOSOPHY 

-COMMUNICATIONS X_INDUSTRY -POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

-INVENTION 

-RELIGION 

-SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE . 

-SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

-THEATER 

-TRANSPORTATION 

-OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Tne Pe te r  Tarr Furnace on Kings Creek near  the  present  Weirton, West Virgin ia ,  
was f i r s t  b u i l t  and operated during the  decade of t h e  1790s by an obscure man 
named Grant. Improved by ~ a r r ' s  company, the  s t ruc ture- -wi th  i t s  unusual frustum- 
shaped stack--was q u i t e  poss ib ly  the  f i r s t  i ron  furnace i n  opera t ion  west of  t h e  
Alleghenies and helped inf luence  set t lement and commercial pa t t e rns .  During i t s  
t h i r t y  o r  so years  of se rv ice ,  the  furnace was the  f o c a l  point  of t h e  making and 
s a l e  of s k i l l e t s ,  k e t t l e s ,  g ra tes  and o ther  household u t e n s i l s .  In time of need, 
the  opera t ion  a l s o  produced cannon b a l l s  of small  diameter,  some of which were 
s a i d  t o  have been used by conhodore pe r ry l s  f l e e t  a t  t h e  Ba t t l e  of Lake Er ie  during 
the  War of 1812. 

As s e t t l e r s  pushed over the  mountains i n  ever increas ing numbers a f t e r  the  
Revolutionary War, a  need arose  f o r  some fundamental i n d u s t r i e s  t o  supply what 
otherwise had t o  be t ranspor ted  from the  e a s t  o r  roughly manufactured a t  home. 

j I ron products of a l l  types were i n  g rea te r  demand than t h e  supply could f u l f i l l .  
Not too f a r  from the  Ohio River near what i s  now Weirton, West Virgin ia ,  an attempt 
was made t o  he lp  a l l e v i a t e  t h e  shortage. A man named Grant made an agreement t o  
bui ld  an i r o n  furnace sometime between 1790 and 1794, and t h e  land on which it was 
const ructed  was deeded by James Campbell and h i s  wife  t o  Peter  Tarr  and James Rankin 
i n  1801. Indica t ions  a r e  t h a t  Grant 's furnace was t h e  f i r s t  b u i l t  west of the  
Allegheny mountains ; Tarr and company made it a going and growing concern. 

Using timber from the  surrounding h i l l s ,  t h e  small  group of workers could 
produce no more than about 2 tons of i ron  per  day. Much of the  metal  was formed 
i n t o  household 'u tens i l s  and sold  on the  premises o r  s e n t  t o  Wellsburg o r  Pi t t sburgh.  
Such production helped spur commerce and se t t lement  i n  t h e  area ,  and it  is  only 
f i t t i n g  t h a t  it i s  today s t i l l  a  cen te r  of the  i r o n  and s t e e l  indus t ry .  

The Tarr furnace has an unusual design. Although the  a rea  i n  which f i r e  and 
ore  mixed t o  form the  molten mate r i a l  from which a r t i c l e s  were made was s i m i l a r  
t o  o the r s ,  i t s  oval  salamander is  i n t e r e s t i n g .  Of g r e a t e r  i n t e r e s t  i s  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  t h e  chimney, o r  s tack ,  i s  c i r c u l a r  i n  dimension. Most o the r  furnaces of the  
period and a r e a  had square o r  rec tangular  chimneys. 

Before ending i t s  production of  i ron  m a t e r i a l s  sometime a f t e r  1815, t h e  
furnace helped t h e  i n f a n t  United S t a t e s '  war e f f o r t  during t h e  War of 1812 by 
producing small-diameter cannon b a l l s  f o r  use  by t h e  navy. It i s  bel ieved t h a t  
some of these  were del ivered  t o  Commodore Oliver  Hazard Perry ' s  f l e e t  a t  Lake E r i e  
and were used dur ing h i s  famous b a t t l e  on t h a t  in land body of water.  

The uniquely cons t ructed  Pe te r  Tarr Furnace, then, played an important r o l e  
i n  e a r l y  i n d u s t r i a l  and commercial development of the  upper Ohio v a l l e y  region and 
helped spur se t t lement  west of t h e  Allegheny mountains. In  i t s  own small way, i t  

I a l s o  cont r ibuted  t o  t h e  continuing defense of American independence. Continued 
archeologica l  work a t  the furnace s i t e  i s  poss ib le ,  f o r  the  o r i g i n a l  foundation and 
salamander a r e  b a s i c a l l y  i n t a c t  below ground l e v e l .  Ln addi t ion ,  much of t h e  s tone  
used i n  t h e  1968 recons t ruc t ion  of the  furnace was from t h e  s i t e .  
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