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1. Name 
historic Kunp, Governor II. Guy, House 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number I n t e r s e c t i o n  of U.S. Routes 33 and 250 - not for publication 

Elkins  clty, town - vicinity of 

state West V i rg in i a  code 54 county Randolph code 083 

3, Classification 
Category Ownership Status 
- district - public 1L occupied 
X buildlng(s) & private - unoccupied 
- structure - both w o r k  in progress 
- site Public Acquisition Accessibie 
- object Nt!& in process iL yes: restricted 

- being considered - yes: unrestricted 
- no 

Present Use 
- agriculture - museum 
- commercial - park 
- educational private residence 
- entertainment - religious 
- government - scientific 
- industrial - transportation 
- militarv - other: 

4. Owner of Promert~ 
- - - - -  

name Mrs. Donald R. Roberts Miss Mary Gamble K u p  

street & number 1 2  Prospect  S t r e e t  Clark  A i r  Force Base P.S.C. 84 

city, town Elkins ,  West Vi rg in ia  - vicinity of San Francisco,  state C a l i f o r n i a  

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. County 

street 81 number P Randolph Avenue 

city, town Elkins state West V i r g i n i a  

6. Representation in Existing Surveys - 
N/A 

T 

title has this property been determined eligible? LL yes X no 

date - federal - state . c o u n t y  - local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



Condition Check one Check one 
- excellent - deteriorated 2- unaltered _X- original site 
3 good - ruins - altered m o v e d  date 
- fair - unexposed 

Describe the gnsent and original (it known) physical appearance 

The Governor H, Guy K u p  House is loca ted  on a spacious t r a c t  a t  t h e  i n t e r -  
s e c t i o n  of U.S. Routes 33 a d  250 on Randolph Avenue in Elkins, Randolph County, 
West Vixginia. A deep lawn, occasionaib p lan t ings  and a long driveway suggest  t h e  
t r a n q u i l  q u a l i t i e s  favored by suburban developers of t h e  e a r l y  20th century  
a l though expansion of Route 33 i n  1939, r i s i n g  t r a f f i c  l e v e l s ,  and area comerc ia l l  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  present  age have a l t e r e d o n c e p e a c e f u l  surroundings. - -  - 

The b n p  m u s e  rep resen t s  a n  i d e a l  house type  of t h e  early 20th century.  
Its t r ad i t iona l ,  s t y l e ,  qua l i ty  of workmanship and appointments, and b u i l t - i n  
conveniences , of t h e  period r e c a l l . _ _ - a  manner of American house 
bu i ld ing  t h a t  was no t  o f t en  observed in o t h e r  n a t i o n a l  e ra s .  The des ign  and pro- 
p o r t i o n s  reflectinganearlyherican theme are c l e a f l y  evident; they  i n t e r p r e t ,  f o r  
a r i s i n g  pub l i c  servant ,  (Mr. Rump was mayor of Elk ins  a t  t h e  time he  commissidned 
a new house i n  1924) those a r c h i t e c t u r a l  q u a l i t i e s  t h a t  were admired f o r  t h e i r  
a l l u s i o n  t o  an  earlier Federal f a sh ion  appropr i a t e  t o  t h e  t a s t e s  of a new repub l i c .  

Washington, D.C., a r c h i t e c t ,  Clarence E. Harding, produced p lans  f o r  a 
s u b s t a n t i a l  house in t h e  Neo-Federal Revival mode on property acquired by M r .  Kump 
i n  1922. The res idence  was b u i l t  i n  1924 and f in i shed  i n  1925. The house was 
b u i l t  by f o c a l  cont rac tor ,  T.R, Whiteman, whose son, Ernest Whiteman, a cab ine t  
maker i n  Elms, c a l l e d  t h e  house one of t h e  l a r g e s t ,  f i n e s t  and most modern 
r e s i d e a c e s  of t h e  c i t y .  The Kumps had t h e  f i r s t  automatic r e f r i g e r a t o r  wi th  a 
compressor in t h e  basement and "ba t t l e sh ip r s  lbinoleum was i n s t a l l e d  LI t h e  f i r s t  
f l o o r  k i tchen.  

M r .  Boyd Simpson of Elkins was h i r e d  t o  f i n i s h  t h e  i n t e r i o r .  The downstairs  
and s t a i rway  f e a t u r e  quarter-sawn whi te  oak; t h e  music room i s  f i n i s h e d  i n  cherry,  
a second f l o o r  room i s  done i n  walnut; and a room on t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  is ar rayed 
i n  birds-eye maple. A l l  woodwork su r faces  w e r e  f in i shed  i n  f i v e  c o a t s  of va rn i sh  
which were rubbed d o m  by hand wi th  pumice s tone  and o i l  wi th  a f e l t  pad. 
M r .  Simpson spent  fou r  years  f i n i s h i n g  t h e  house. Much of t h e  f u r n i t u r e  and t h e  
doors were made in Elkins by l o c a l  ca rpen te r s  and craftsmen, 

The Governor H. Guy Kump House i s  defie Neo-Federal Revival s t y l e  wi th  
Neo-Georgian Revival elements. The 2%-s to~y ,  42-foot square red  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  
i s  dominated by a s t e e p l y  pi tched,  s l a t e  covered gable  roof appointed wi th  low 
rak ing  pa rape t s  of gray limestone. A southerndoubleend chimney rises above t h e  
roof i n  t h e  Georgian manner. Front: e l e v a t i o n  symmetry is  accentuated wi th  a 
shal low Doric-sty3e entrance p o r t i c o  above which rises a t  roof l e v e l  a pedimented 
p a v i l i o n  centefed w i t h  a 3-part window. Limestone splayed l i n t e l s ,  b e l t  courses ,  
and d e c o r a t i v e  plaques c o n t r a s t  wi th  t h e  r e d  b r i c k  facade. A wooden roof balus- 
t r a d e ,  f l ank ing  t h e  cen te r  pav i l ion ,  and a wrought i r o n  ba lus t rade  over t h e  Doric 
p o r t i c o ,  a r e  o t h e r  Federal-s tyle  ref inements .  A Doric column-cacried porte cochere 
and a one-story enclosed sun porch a r e  a t t ached  t o  t h e  s i d e  e levat ions .  

Room arrangements of t h e  Kump House a r e  placed i n  t h e  fol lowing sequence: 
t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  of t h e  house inc ludes  a v e s t i b u l e ,  f r o n t  h a l l ,  bathroom, b reakfas t  
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room, k i t chen ,  b u t l e r ' s  pan t ry  and pantry.  On t h e  second f l o o r  are 4 
bedrooms and a s l eep ing  porch. The t h i r d  f l o o r  has  6 bedrooms and 3 bath- 
rooms, The basement w a s  f i n i s h e d  w i t h  an o f f i c e  f o r  M r .  Kump, a b i g  playroom, 
bathroom, storeroom, furnace  room and laundry, There i s  a back s t a i rway  from 
t h e  basement t o  t h e  second f l o o r  and a garage i s  loca ted  under t h e  sunroom. 



- 

8. Significance . 
Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
- prehistoric archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- 1400-1 499 - archeology-historic - conservation - law - science 
- 1500-1 599 - agriculture - economics - literature - sculpture 
- 1600-1699 L architecture - education - military - social/ 
- 170&1799 - art - engineering - music humanitarian 
- 1800-1899 - commerce - exploration/settlement - philosophy - theater 

1900- - communications - industry X politics/government - transportation 
- invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates 1924-25 Builde~IArchitect 
Q 1 . .  Harrlino v I a-t 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) T.R. Whiteman, bu i lde r  

The Governor Kump House, l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of U.S. Route 33 and 
250 (Randolph Avenue), i n  Elk ins ,  Randolph County, West Vi rg in ia ,  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  
a s  a f i n e  example of e a r l y  20th cen tu ry  suburban a r c h i t e c t u r e  and a s  a  w e l l  
p re se rved  example of t h e  work of t h e  noted  a r c h i t e c t  Clarence L. ~ a r d i n ~ . ~  The 
Governor Kump House i s  a l s o  s i g n i f i c y t  a s  t h e  home of West V i rg in i a ' s  1 9 t h  and 
qqe of h e r  most important ,  governors.  - 

EXPAHATORY NOTES 

1. The Governor Kump House i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  as a n  example of t h e  e a r l y  20th  
cen tu ry  suburban house of per iod a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e  incorpora t ing  contemporary 
conveniences and no tab le  workmanship, Qua l i t y  of such houses reached an  important  
l e v e l  i n  t h e  last  yea r s  of t h e  1 9 t h  cen tu ry  and i n  t h e  years  preceding t h e  advent  
of t h e  Grea t  Depression. The Kump house i s  a l s o  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  a  well-preserved 
example of t h e  work of Washington, D . C . ,  a r c h i t e c t ,  Clarence L.  Harding, who found 
a p r o f i t a b l e  f i e l d  f o r  h i s  p ro fe s s iona l  i n t e r e s t s  i n  West Vi rg in ia  dur ing  t h e  
e a r l y  decades of t h e  20th century .  

A s  t h e  Colonia l  Revival and o t h e r  t r a d i t i o n a l  modes gained popu la r i t y  and 
common acceptance  among a r c h i t e c t s  and pa t rons  of t h e  e a r l y  20th century ,  
r e s i d e n t i a l  des ign  a t t a i n e d  l e v e l s  of exce l l ence  by reason of t h e  growing pro- 
f e s s i o n a l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  community, a  p a r t  of which rece ived  t r a i n i n g  abroad. 
The Kump House r e p r e s e n t s  a  r a t h e r  s k i l l e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of a n  e a r l y  
American house type  which i n v e s t s  i n  i t s  Neo-Federal Revival form t h e  r equ i r ed  
aspearance  b u t  w i th  appointments,  space  f low and conveniences necessary t o  t h e  
20th  cen tu ry  r e s i d e n t .  

A r c h i t e c t  Harding i s  known t o  have worked ex tens ive ly  i n  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  
West V i r g i n i a  communities, no tab ly  i n  Char les ton  and Martinsburg. H i s  Alderson- 
StephensonBuilding (Union Building)  i n  Char les ton  was t h e  s t a t e ' s  t a l l e s t  bu i ld ing  
a t  t h e  t ime of c o c s t m c t i o n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  20th  century .  

2. Herman C h y Y ~ u m p  (1877-1962) i s  one of 20th century  West ~ i r g i n i a ' s  most 
ou t s t and ing  pub l i c  f i g u r e s .  He became governor of Nest Vi rg in ia  i n  March of 1933, 
a t  probably t h e  lowest  po in t  i n  t h e  f o r t u n e s  of t h e  s t a t e .  Governor Kump i n s t i -  
t u t e d  programs t h a t  con t r ibu ted  t o  ea s ing  t h e  overwhelming economic burdens t h a t  
t h e  Great  Depression had caused t o  f a l l  upon t h e  people of the  s t a t e ,  a s  w e l l  as 
b r i n g i n g  about  l a s t i n g  reforms i n  t h e  s t a t e  government. H i s  e l e c t i o n  biought t o  
a n  end a 36-year per iod of Republican p a r t y  r u l e  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  and helped t o  
a f f e c t ,  f o r  good o r  ill, such a complete r e v e r s a  i n  ~ o l i t i c a l  l e g a l i t i e s  t h a t  
t h e  s t a t e  s t i l l  r e t a i n s  a heavy Democratic p a r t y  ma jo r i t y  i n  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n .  
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Herman Guy Kump was born i n  Hampshire County i n  1877 and moved t o  E lk ins ,  
Randolph County, i n  1905. He marr ied Edna Hall Sco t t ,  daughter of s t a t e  Senator  
Cyrus H. S c o t t ,  i n  1907, a union t h a t  produced four  daughters  and two sons .  I n  
1908 Rump was e l e c t e d  Prosecut ing Attorney of Randolph County and re -e lec ted  
i n  1912. During World War I he  served i n  t h e  U.S. Army with  t h e  r a n k  of cap ta in .  
Kump w a s  e l ec t ed  Mayor of E lk ins  i n  1924 ( t h e  year  he began b u i l d i n g  h i s  f i n e  
Elk ins  res idence)  and i n  1928 was e l ec t ed  C i r c u i t  Judge. I n  t h e  1932 democrat ic  
primary e l e c t i o n ,  Judge Kump l e d  a f i e l d  of 1 3  candida tes  and went on  t o  sweep 
t h e  gene ra l  e l e c t i o n  by a n  unprecidented 60,000 vo#e major i ty  over  h i s  Republican 
opponent. - 

Taking o f f i c e  on March 4 ,  1933, Governor Kump faced a s t a t e  t h a t  w a s  i n  
t h e  g r i p  of t h e  worst  economic depress ion  i n  i ts  h i s to ry .  He immediately c a l l e d  
a s p e c i a l  s e s s i o n  of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  met f o r  240 days; t he  l o n g e s t  such 
s e s s i o n  i n  t he  s t a t e ' s  h i s t o r y .  Among the  many accomplishments of t h e  Kump 
admins t r a t ion  t h e  most memorable i nc lude  (1) i n s t i t u t i o n  of a consumer s a l e s  t a x ,  
r e f e r r e d  t o  by many a s  " the Kump tax", ( 2 )  t h e  s t a t e  took over ownership and 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  highway and b r idge  system, (3) unemployment 
i n su rance  was i n s t i t u t e d ,  (4) s t a t e  personal  income t a x  began, a n d a  (5) county 
u n i t  school  system adopted, a long w i t h  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  nine-month school  
term. Although t h e  depress ion  was c e r t a i n l y  not  ended dur ing  Kump's term of 
o f f i c e ,  h i s  admin i s t r a t i on  accomplished many th ings  which made l i f e  less b l e a k  
f o r  t h e  s t a t e ' s  i n h a b i t a n t s .  

C o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  unable t o  succeed himself a s  governor, Kump made two 
f u r t h e r  e f f o r t s  a t  a t t a i n i n g  pub l i c  o f f i c e .  He w a s  narrowly de fea t ed  i n  t h e  
Democratic primary of 1940 f o r  U.S. Senate  (though running ahead of t h e  in-  
cumbant Senator Rush Ho l t ) ,  and was defea ted  f o r  t h e  same o f f i c e  i n  1942 by 
Governor M.M. Neely. Kump r e t i r e d  t o  h i s  Elk ins  home where he  l i v e d  a n  honored 
and respec ted  l i f e  until .  h i s  dea th  t h e r e  i n  1962 a t  age 84. 

The Governor Kump House s t ands  a s  a premier a r c h i t e c t u r a l  landmark i n  
t h e  c i t y  of Elk ins ,  and a s  a reminder of one of t h e  most no tab le  i n d i v i d u a l s  
t o  s t r i d e  a c r o s s  t h e  pub l i c  s t a g e  of West V i r g i n i a ' s  h i s t o r y .  

#9 Major ~ i b l i o g r s p h i c a l  References 

Correspondence of Cyrus K e r r  Kump of Elk ins ,  W.Va., 1980-1982; 
on f i l e  a t  H i s t o r i c  P re se rva t ion  U n i t ,  Department of Cu l tu re  
and His tory ,  Char les ton ,  W.Va. ... 

Morgan, ~ o h n -  G. , West V i r g i n i a  Governors, 1863-1980, 2nd ed. , 
< .  Charleston Newspapers, Charleston,  W.Va.. 1980. 

Williams, John ~ l k ~ k d e r ,  West ~ i r ~ i n i a ,  A - ~ i c e n t e n n i a l  His tory ,  - - 
W.W. Norton 6 Co., New York, 1976. 
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Cha r l e s ton  Gazet te ,  "Kmp Led S t a t e  Out of Chaos1', by Harry Hoffman, Charleston,  W.Va., 
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10. Geoara~hical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name Elkins 9 W-Va 

UMT Refere~ses 

A 11 t7 j 16 10 ,013 16 101 b 13 b 18 10 17 0 1 
Zone Eastlng Northing 

Quadrangle scale 1 : 7k.00a 

Zone Easting 
(1(1(111 ' Northing 

V 6 r b d  boundary description and justification sounded theweast by +.he c i ~  co rpora t e  
boundary; to t h e  south  by U,S. Route 33; t o  t h e  wesis  by 3 . S .  a u t e  2561219; a n d t o  
t h e  n o r t h  by Center S t r e e t .  

Lis t  all states and counties for properties overlapping state OP county boundaries 

state code countv code 

state code countv code 

4 I. Form Premared BY 

nameltitle Rodney S. Col l ins .  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  H i s t o r i a n  & Yichaei J. Taulev. Hiszor ian  - - 
H i s t o r i c  P re se rva t ion  Unit  

organization bepartment of Cuiture and B i s t o r y  date ig&y 12, 1333 

street & number Cap i to l  Complex telephone 3%/343-5243 

'--_ - 
eity or town Char les ton  state n ~ ~ t  Virg in i a  253C5 

% 2. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national X- state - local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Offieer for the National Historie Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for incl 
according to the criteria and &rocedures set 

State Historie Preservation Officer signature 
/ 






