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NAME 
HISTORIC 

J a r v i s ,  Anna, House 
- -- 

AND/OR COMMON 

J a r v i s ,  Anna, House 

LOCATION 
STREET& NUMBER 

U . S .  Routes 119 and 250 - -NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

WeSs t e r  - VICINITY OF Second  
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

West V i r g i n i a  54 T a y l o r  09 1 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STAT U S 

-DISTRICT -PUBLIC -OCCUPIED 

X B U I L D I N G ( S )  XPRIVATE XUNOCCUPIED 

-STRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK I N  PROGRESS ( 
.-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
-OBJECT -IN PROCESS -YES RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED XYES UNRESTRICTED 

-NO 

PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULTURE -MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL -PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL -PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTATNMENT -RELIGIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

-INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

-MILITARY XOTHER Vacant 

NAME West V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  Organizat ion,  
Nat ional  - - S o c i e t y  -- - - - - Daughters o f  t h e  American i3evolution - - -- 

S T R E E T ~ N U M B E R  c/o Mrs. Homer P.  arti in, S t a t e  Regent 
1138 Berwood Drive - -  - -  -- 

CITY TOWN ST ATE 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
I 

COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS~ETC. Taylor  County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Main S t r e e t  -- 
CITY TOWN STATE 

G r a f  ton  

-FEDERAL -STATE -COUNTY -LOCAL - 
DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

- ------- .---- .. ----. 
CITY. TOWN STATE 



CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-UNALTERED 

XALTERED 

XORIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED DATE 

-- .--.- -.---- -- 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Constructed i n  1854 f o r  u s e  by a small f ami ly  r e c e n t l y  removed t o  
t h i s  small r a i l r o a d  town, t h e  J a r v i s  House has  always been a dwel l ing ,  
Because i t  s t a n d s  on a n  open l o t  and i s  approximately  f i f t e e n  f e e t  
above road  l e v e l ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  appears  somewhat imposing when approached. 
Simple l i n e s ,  a g e n e r a l l y  smooth e x t e r i o r  and l i t t l e  d e c o r a t i o n  soon 
announce a hominess about  t h e  p l a c e ,  however, and one q u i c k l y  r e a l i z e s  
t h a t  t h i s  i s ,  o r  was, a common house f o r  i t s  t ime and p l a c e ,  wi thout  
s i g n i f i c a n t  s t y l i s t i c  o r  d e s i g n  f e a t u r e s .  

The l a r g e  r e c t a n g u l a r  frame s e c t i o n  t h a t  now f r o n t s  on t h e  road 
i s  o r i g i n a l ;  a s m a l l e r  r e c t a n g u l a r  frame e l l  was added a t  the  r e a r ,  
s l i g h t l y  indented  from t h e  sou th  e l e v a t i o n  o f  t h e  main p a r t ,  around 
t h e  t u r n  o f  t h i s  c e n t u r y  and a covered walkway nea r  t h e  o l d  water  pump 
a t o p  t h e  w e l l  forms a t r a n s i t i o n a l  element t o  a small board-and-batten 
s t o r a g e  b u i l d i n g  by a n  a l l e y  t h a t  s e r v e s  as the  p r o p e r t y ' s  sou the rn  
boundary, While each u n i t  has  two s t o r i e s ,  t h e  o l d e r  p a r t  i n c l u d e s  a 
low basement,  and i t s  o v e r a l l  h e i g h t  i s  cons ide rab ly  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h a t  
o f  t h e  nondesc r ip t  e l l .  The main house has  a f ive-bay  e n t r a n c e  ( w e s t )  
e l e v a t i o n  and i s  two bays deep. Both s e c t i o n s  have r a t h e r  low-pi tch 
g a b l e  r o o f s  covered by standing-seam me ta l ;  common weatherboarding 
u n i t e s  t h e  whole i n t o  a seemingly uniform complex with  a r eces sed  
s o u t h e r n  appendage. 

Most n o t a b l e  a b ~ u t  t h e  e x t e r i o r  a r e  t a l l ,  corbe led  b r i c k  caps  
on i n s i d e  end chimneys and t h e  r e t u r n  c o r n i c e s  w i t h i n  g a b l e s ,  Fenes- 
t r a t i o n  i s  regula r - - indeed  symmetry i s  ev iden t  throughout--with windows 
on t h e  second f l o o r  be ing  s l i g h t l y  s h o r t e r  t h a n  those  on t h e  f i r s t ;  
t h e r e  a r e  no openings  on chimney walls. Doors on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  
e l l  a r e  p l a i n  and f u n c t i o n a l ,  bu t  t h e  f r o n t  en t r ance  i s  s e t  back from 
t h e  f a c e  of t h e  e x t e r i o r  w a l l  and has  a transom, g i v i n g  i t  a dimension 
a b s e n t  i n  most f e a t u r e s .  T h i s  i s  n o t  t o  s ay  t h e r e  i s  no c h a r a c t e r  t o  
t h e  house o r  t h a t  d e c o r a t i v e  e lements  a r e  complete ly  l a c k i n g ,  f o r  even 
i n  t h i s  smoothness of  s u r f a c e  t h e r e  i s  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  w i t h i n  narrow 
weatherboarding,  a s u b t l e  curved molding above t h e  f r i e z e  board and 
p r o j e c t i n g  c o r n i c e  over  main en t r ance  door.  

I f  any th ing ,  though,  t h e  i n t e r i o r  i s  s imp le r  y e t  t h a n  t h e  o u t s i d e .  
A s i n g l e - p i l e ,  c e n t e r - h a l l  p l a n  i s  fol lowed,  and i t  i n c l u d e s  a n  open- 
w e l l ,  two-run s ta i r  w i t h  l a n d i n g .  Zxcept f o r  t h e  sou the rn  second- f loor  
room, t h e  o r i g i n a l  p a r t  h a s  f i r e p l a c e s ,  surrounded by p l a i n  mante l s ,  i n  
each room. A chimney i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  a d d i t i o n ,  bu t  i t  a p p a r e n t l y  has  
always se rved  wood o r  c o a l  s toves .  Woodworking i n  both  f l o o r s  and t r i m  
has  no d i s t i n c t i o n ,  a d e s c r i p t i o n  e q u a l l y  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  hardware and 
l i g h t i n g  f i x t u r e s .  

The o l d e r  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  house s i t s  a t o p  a f a i r l y  high founda t ion  
o f  smooth a s h l a r  sands tone .  A t  one time i t  had. a small, open porch 
f r o n t i n g  t h e  bay around e n t r a n c e  door ,  bu t  t h i s  w a s  r ep l aced  by a 
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l a r g e r ,  t h r ee -by -wide  porch W i t h  squared p o s t s ,  sawn b r a c k e t s  and 
shingle-covered s i d e s  d u r i n g  w h a t  must have been a g e n e r a l  r enova t ion  
In t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  o r  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r i e s .  It i s  p r o b b l e  
t h a t  t h e  r e a r  e l l  was added and s i d e  ~ o r c h  changed then ,  t o o ,  and 
t h a t  6/6 windows were r e ~ l a c e d  w i t h  s inqle-pane sa shes  (basement 
windows a t  t h e  f r o n t  r e t a i n  3/3 windows). A l t e r a t i o n s  of t h i s  pe r iod  
may have d e t r a c t e d  from t h e  l i v i n q  a r e a  t o  some e x t e n t ,  b u t  t hey  
~ l e a s l n q l - y  t r a n s f o r r e d  R hiah, oDen porch on t h e  sou th  s i d e  n e a r  t h e  
well by add inq  n i c e l y  tu rned  p o s t s  ard o t h e r  wooden deco ra t ions .  

Hbuse, side breezeway an4 boawd-and-bztten s t o r a g e  b u i l d i n q  may 
be s imple  and  lain i n  f e a t u r e s  and l i n e s  ( t h e  e l l  i s  even d e t e r i o r -  
a t f n g  s i q n ? f i c a n t l y ) ;  viewed as n u n i t ,  however, t hey  form what has 
always been a s u i t s b l e  dwell in^ on a yond s i t e .  A run-down s t a t e  
d e t r a c t s  q r e a t l y ,  y e t  removal of weeds and brush,  r e p a i r  o r  r e p l a c e -  
n e n t  of s t e p s  t h a t  l e a d  from t h e  road t o  t h e  d e t e r i o r s t e d  f r o n t  porch,  
and seneray s t a b i l i z s t i o n  and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  of t h e  r a j n  house should 
do  m c h  t o  r e i n s t a t e  t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  t o  a u t i l i t y  t h a t  has  been den ied  
by neg lec t .  I t  is a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  t 4e  Y e s t  V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  Organizn- 
t i o n  of t h e  Na t iona l  D a u ~ h t e r s  of t h e  Arnerlcsn 3evo lu t ion ,  owners of 
t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  will proceed toward r e u s e  of tne  Anna J ~ r v i s  House w i t h  
due cons i f le r3 t ion  Riven t o  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  evident i q  i t s  s i m p l i c i t y .  



SIGNIFICANCE 

PL D AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - -  CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-PREHISTOiilC 4RCHEOLUt iY -PREHISTORIC  -COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANOSCAPE ARCHITECTURE -RELIGION 

- 1400-  1499  _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC -CONSERVATION -LAW -SCIENCE 

-1 500-  1599  _AGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

-1 600 -  1699  _ARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION XMILITARY XSOCIAUHUMANITAR~AN 

-1 700 -1  7 9 9  4 R T  -ENGINEERING -MUSIC -THEATER 

X 1 8 0 0 -  1899  -COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT -PHILOSOPHY -TRANSPORTATION 

- 1  9 0 0 -  -COMMUNICATIONS -INDUSTRY -POLITICS/GOVERNMENT THE (SPECIFY) 

-INVENTION %ls%ory  of  women 
- - 

SPECIFIC DATES 1854, 1861 BUILDER/ARCHITECT G r a n v i l l e  E . J a r v i s  

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Within a few y e a r s  of t h e i r  marr iage i n  1850, Anna Maria Reeves and 
G r a n v i l l e  E .  J a r v i s  moved t o  t h e  town o f  Webster,  Taylor  County, ( w e s t )  
V i r g i n i a ,  I n  t h e  house b u i l t  by J a r v i s  i n  1854, Anna was t o  mature h e r  
thoughts  on a c t i v e  s o c i a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  by women and t ransform them i n t o  
p r a c t i c e  t o  improve f ami ly  and community l i f e ,  During t h i s  t ime t h e  
C i v i l  War d i r e c t l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h a t  l o c a l  t u rmoi l  which f o s t e r e d  h e r  
i d e a s ,  and m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t y  around t h e  r a i l r o a d s  brought Union General  
George B. McClellan t o  u se  a room i n  t h e  J a r v i s  home as a n  o f f i c e  du r ing  
some p a r t s  o f  May o r  June of  1861. Of s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  t o o ,  i t  was here  
t h a t  Miss Anna J a r v i s ,  t h a t  i n d e f a t i g a b l e  and i r r e p r e s s i b l e  promoter of  
formal  and organized  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  mothers ,  was born on Nay 1, 1864. 

The Reeves f ami ly  had s e t t l e d  a t  P h i l i p p i ,  (West) V i r g i n i a ,  i n  
1845 when Rev. J o s i a h  W. Reeves, a  Methodis t  m i n i s t e r ,  was ass igned  t o  
church work i n  t h e  a r e a  a f t e r  s e r v i n g  i n  Culpepper County, V i r g i n i a ,  
where daughte r  Anna w a s  born.  I t  was he re  t h a t  Anna met Granv i l l e  J a r v i s ,  
son  of a B a p t i s t  m i n i s t e r  who a l s o  r a n  a feed  and supply s t o r e  a t  
P h i l i p p i ,  and i n  t h e  e a r l y  1850s they  marr ied .  Within a few years  t h e  
young f ami ly  t h a t  now inc luded  two c h i l d r e n ,  moved t o  Webster, some f i f -  
t e e n  m i l e s  n o r t h  o f  P h i l i p p i  where t h e  Fairmont and Beverly P ike  and t h e  
Northwestern  V i r g i n i a  f l a i l r o a d  ( l a t e r  a BhO branch l i n e  between nearby 
Graf ton and Parkersburg  on t h e  Ohio R i v e r )  i n t e r s e c t e d .  Here Granv i l l e  
went i n t o  t h e  feed and supply  bus ines s  and commenced t o  b u i l d  t h e  two- 
s t o r y  frame house i n  which h i s  fami ly  would l i v e  u n t i l  1865. 

While r e s i d i n g  a t  Webster t hey  had  s e v e r a l  c h i l d r e n ,  on ly  two of 
whom l i v e d  t o  m a t u r i t y .  Such i n f a n t  m o r t a l i t y  as experienced by Anna-- 
she  would l o s e  seven of  e l even  chi ldren--was no t  uncommon f o r  t h e  t ime ,  
but  causes  o f  t h e s e  dea ths  g r e a t l y  d i s t u r b e d  h e r .  She soon s e t  about  t o  
do something t o  conso le  h e r s e l f  and h e l p  o t h e r s .  S a n i t a t i o n  was pr imi-  
t i v e  by t o d a y ' s  s t a n d a r d s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  y e t  t h e r e  was a r e a l i z a t i o n  by 
some t h a t  c e r t a i n  d i s e a s e s  were somehow a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  unknown impuri-  
t i e s  i n  foods  o r  i n f e s t a t i o n s  around t r a s h  heaps ,  I n  1858 she  v i s i t e d  
s e v e r a l  nearby towns and c a l l e d  upon t h e  women t o  meet a t  l o c a l  churches  
t o  d i s c u s s  h e a l t h  c o n d i t i o n s  and p l an  a c t i o n  t o  h e l p  c o r r e c t  t he se .  
Groups were formed under  t h e  name of "Piothers Day Work Clubs ."  They 
made a g e n e r a l  survey  o f  e x i s t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s ,  r ece ived  adv ice  and l e c -  
t u r e s  from Doctors  James Edmund Reeves, Anna's b r o t h e r ,  and Amos Payne, 
provided medicine f o r  i n d i g e n t s ,  i n s p e c t e d  milk t o  be consumed by 
c h i l d r e n ,  and helped i n  t he  c a r e  of' f a m i l i e s  wi th  t u b e r c u l a r  mothers.  
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Work such as t h i s  spearheaded by Mrs. J a r v i s  cont inued d e s p i t e  upheaval  
o f  C i v i l  War, f o r  even t h e n  s h e  l e d  a group of  c l u b  members t o  r ende r  
a i d  t o  s i c k  Union s o l d i e r s  a t  Graf ton .  

The Bal t imore  and Ohio Rai l road  became of  s t r a t e g i c  importance 
e a r l y  i n  t h e  war,  and ,  runn ing  a c r o s s  no r thwes t e rn  V i r g i n i a  as it d i d ,  
it c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  d i v i s i o n  w i t h i n  what was t o  become t h e  s t a t e  o f  West 
V i r g i n i a ,  Anna and h e r  husband a p p a r e n t l y  remained n e u t r a l  du r ing  
t h i s  t r y i n g  p e r i o d ,  b u t  l o c a t i o n  of  r a i l r o a d  shops a t  Graf ton  and a 
branch l i n e  p a s s i n g  through Webster w a s  a n a t u r a l  l u r e  t o  combatants 
of bo th  s i d e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  1861 whi le  upheaval  w a s  f r e s h  and p a s s i o n  
f a r  outweighed l o g i c ,  I t  was under such c i rcumstances  t h a t  Union 
t r o o p s  b i l l e t e d  f o r  a t ime a t  Webster and Gen. George B.  McClellan,  
t h e i r  commander, s e t  up h i s  o f f i c e  i n  t h e  J a r v i s  home. Soon t h e  r a i l -  
road had been secured  ( f o r  t h e  moment) i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  and d i r e c t  war fa re  
moved t o  o t h e r  p a r t s .  The o r d e a l  l e f t  a n  i n d e l i b l e  impress ion  on Anna, 
however, and h e a l i n g  of  l o c a l  d i v i s i v e n e s s  caused by t h e  C i v i l  War 
would be h e r  main p r o j e c t  f o r  yea r s  t o  cone. 

Sometime i n  1865 t h e  J a r v i s  f ami ly  moved t o  Graf ton ,  where 
daughte r  Anna, born a t  t h e  Webster home i n  1864, grew up and worked 
a l o n g s i d e  h e r  mother. Here G r a n v i l l e  cont inued i n  commercial e n t e r -  
p r i s e s  and served on t h e  c i t y  c o u n c i l ,  b u t  It was h i s  w i f e ,  t h e  
a c t i v i s t ,  who made t h e  J a r v i s  name memorable. Cons ide ra t ion  of  
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  between l o c a l  s u p p o r t e r s  and sympathizers  o f  Confederacy 
and Union had t roub led  mother Anna even whi le  w a r  dragged on and t h e  
f ami ly  remained a t  Webster. She had an i d e a ,  though, and i t  came t o  
f r u i t i o n  a t  t h e  t h e n  county s e a t  of ?runtytown where a  "Kothers Fr iend-  
s h i p  Day" w a s  c a l l e d  t o  b r i n g  a l l  members of t h e  sur rounding  community 
t o g e t h e r  i n  f e l l owsh ip .  Here i n  1868 Anna J a r v i s ,  dressed i n  g ray  as 
c o u n t e r p a r t  t o  a woman d re s sed  i n  b l u e ,  l e d  z l a r g e  ga the r ing .  With 
t e n s i o n s  seemingly h igh ,  she  succeeded i n  b r i n g i n g  the  group t o  s i n g  
"Dixie"  and t h e n  t h e  S t a r  Spangled Banner. Needless t o  s a y ,  t h i s  
accomplishment w a s  a n  impor tan t  s t e p  i n  d i sman t l i ng  s tubborn  b a r r i e r s  
t o  f r i e n d s h i p .  

A c t i v i t i e s  such as t h e  above,  which had begun before  war ' s  end 
and cont inued  l o n g  t h e r e a f t e r ,  d i d  much t o  h e a l  d i v i s i o n .  I t  was t h e  
i d e a  of  honoring a l l  mothers i n  a n  organized  way t h a t  becane t h e  c rusade  
of  daugh te r  Anna, however, and he r  mother w a s  t o  s e r v e  as t h e  model. 
Zven- tual ly  a Mother ' s  Day s e r v i c e  was he ld  a t  Andrews Ne thod i s t  Church 
i n  Gra f ton  on Nay 1 2 ,  1907, two yea r s  a f t e r  t he  d e a t h  o f  Anna Reeves 
J a r v i s  on May 9 ,  1905. The fo l lowing  yea r  s e r v i c e s  were he ld  a t  Graf ton  
and P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  and on biay 8 ,  1914, P r e s i d e n t  Woodrow Wilson proclaimed 
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t h a t  " t h e  second Sunday i n  May s h a l l  h e r e a f t e r  be des igna t ed  and 
known as Mother ' s  Day.. . ." And now as a l l  mothers a r e  " o f f i c i a l l y "  
recognized  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  on a s i n g l e  day i n  May, one can look  
back t o  t h o s e  y e a r s  Anna Maria Reeves J a r v i s  l i v e d  a t  h e r  Webster 
home and r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  a format ive  per iod  f o r  h e r  work of  
s o c i a l  a c t i v i t y .  What i s  more, i t  was t h i s  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  bo th  
m a t e r i a l l y  and s p i r i t u a l l y  b e n e f i t e d  h e r  community and l a t e r  spur red  
h e r  daughte r  t o  win a Congress ional  r e s o l u t i o n  s t a t i n g  t h a t  " t h e  
s e r v i c e  rendered t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  by American Mothers i s  t h e  g r e a t -  
e s t  sou rce  of  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  s t r e n g t h  and i n s p i r a t i o n , "  
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