
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

February 16 

The West Virginia Colored Tuberculosis Sanitarium was established on 

February 16, 1917. The West Virginia Board of Control purchased 185 

acres of land and several buildings at Denmar in Pocahontas County, 

and the facility opened in January 1919. 

 
CSO: SS.8.24, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: ("Deaths at the West Virginia Colored Tuberculosis Sanitarium at 

Denmar." West Virginia History, Vol. 56, 1997) 

1. Were black West Virginia citizens afforded the opportunity to be admitted to the Tuberculosis 

Sanitarium at Denmar? If so, what was required for admission? 

  

2. When was the sanitarium converted into a state hospital for the terminally ill? What was the rationale 

for the decision?  

 

3. What did the West Virginia Archives and History discover when conducting a search of the state 

death records regarding the sanitarium patients believed to buried on site?  

 

Think Critically: Does healthcare discrimination still exist? Is there equal access to healthcare in the United 

States? What does discrimination in healthcare settings look like? Does tuberculosis remain a present-day 

health concern?  What are a few healthcare issues facing West Virginians today? 

 

 



 

 

 


