
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

February 17 

On February 17, 1863, the West Virginia constitutional convention 

adopted the Willey Amendment, providing for gradual emancipation. 

 CSO: SS.8.22, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Debates and Proceedings of the First Constitutional Convention 

of West Virginia, February 17, 1863, p.728-29) 

1. What was destined to happen to children born from slaves following July 4, 1863?  

 

2. What was designed to happen to slave children who were under the age of 10 prior to July 4, 1863? 

  

3. What was intended to happen to those who were over the age of ten but had not yet reached the age of 

twenty-one? 

 

Think Critically: Why did western Virginia believe that gradual emancipation was the proper course in 

abolishing slavery instead of immediate emancipation? If slavery began in the United States in 1619, why did 

it take 200 years for it to become such a divisive issue? What specific events helped to make slavery an issue 

of public debate? Why didn’t the Emancipation Proclamation have any bearing concerning the slaves in 

western Virginia? Why was the Willey Amendment a minimum compromise required for President Lincoln’s 

approval for statehood? 

 

 



 

 

  



  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 


