
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

March 30 

On March 30, 1930, ground was broken at Gauley Junction to begin 

construction of the Hawks Nest tunnel and dam. 

 CSO: SS.8.24, ELA.8.1, VA.6-8.5 

Investigate the Document: (Gregory B. Johnson Collection, Ms2008-092) 

Document 1 

1. Study each person and object in the picture.  What can you tell based on these observations? What are 

the people doing? 

 

2. Describe the environment.  What would it be like to work there? 

 

3. What can you learn from examining this image? 

 

Document 2 

4. At the time of this Joint Resolution, how many tunnel workers had succumbed to silicosis while 

working for the Rinehart and Dennis Company? 

 

5. Describe the effects of silicosis. 

 

6. Did the Joint Resolution affect only the Rinehart and Dennis Company, or was Congress addressing 

an industry-wide inquiry into the health conditions of workers? Cite the text that confirms your 

answer. 

 

7. According to the Joint Resolution, to whom does the board of inquiry report its findings in the event 

of an investigation?  

 

 

 



 

 

  
Document 3 

8. Do you see any inconsistencies with the number of deaths being reported by the company compared 

to the number of deaths via silicosis stated in the Joint Resolution? If so, what?  

 

9. Does this inconsistency force you to hesitate in trusting the company's reported numbers regarding 

other deaths? 

 

Think Critically: What is the difference in covering up a disaster where the negative impact is immediate 

(like the Buffalo Creek flood) versus a tragedy where the full effects are not known for years? Why do you 

think workers were willing to risk their lives for employment in the tunnel? Was there anything in the 

reading that suggested how the number of deaths may have been covered up? 

 

 



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 


