
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

April 23 

Mordicai Levi of Charleston, who is credited with inventing the first 

brick pavement in the United States, was granted a patent for the 

process on April 23, 1889. 

 CSO: SS.8.24, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Patent For First Brick Street; Letter to Centennial Commission of West 

Virginia, Ms80-214) 

    1. Which Charleston street was the first to be paved with brick? 

 

    2. What were the conditions of many roads and streets around the county prior to brick pavement? 

 

    3. In what year did Mordecai Levi pave the first street in Charleston? 

 

Think Critically: What is the significance of Levi's patent to the evolution of transportation? 

 

 

Drawing of Pavement Patented by Modicai Levi 



 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 


