
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

September 16 

On September 16, 1795, President George Washington wrote Secretary 

of War Timothy Pickering proposing that the federal government 

establish an armory and arsenal at Harpers Ferry. 

CSO: SS.8.13, SS.8.20, SS.8.22 

Investigate the Document: (The writings of George Washington, being his correspondence, addresses, 

messages, and other papers, official and private, selected and published from the original manuscripts; 

with a life of the author, notes and illustrations. Jared Sparks, B W27 Coll) 

 

1. The property at Harpers Ferry sits at the junction of what two rivers? 

 

2. How much land does George Washington suppose can be acquired at “reasonable terms?” 

 

Think Critically: Six decades after Washington established the Harpers Ferry Arsenal, it would play a huge 

role in the lead-up and early years of the Civil War. What abolitionist led a daring raid there, in an attempt to 

spearhead an armed slave revolt in 1859? Why was its location vulnerable at the outset of the Civil War? 

Think of its location. 

 

 



 

 

  



 


