
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

October 26 

On October 26, 1923, an explosion at the Pure Oil Company plant at 

Cabin Creek caused damage estimated at more than $100,000. 

 

CSO: SS.8.9, SS.8.24, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Charleston Gazette October 27, 1923) 

1. How large was the blast radius? 

 

2. Although an official investigation had not been completed, the article states that what was likely the 

cause of the explosion? 

 

Think Critically: Describe the change in industry that occurred during the 1920s. What was the state of 

labor unions and work safety? The rise of this industry necessitated the need of oil plants, such as the one 

that was in Cabin Creek. Why was the 1920s referred to as the “Roaring 20s?” 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  



 


