
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

November 17 

On November 17, 1957, workers at Kaiser Aluminum in Ravenswood 

produced the first aluminum in West Virginia's Ohio Valley. 

CSO: SS.8.6, SS.8.7, SS.8.8, SS.8.9, SS.8.14, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Vertical Clipping files, “Ravenswood…Century Aluminum,” Kaiser 

Aluminum News, Summer 1958) 

1. Ravenswood is located _________miles south of Parkersburg and _________ miles north of 

Huntington. 

 

2. The “$5 Banquet” was not only vital to funding school activities, but incidentally provided the 

opportunity for the citizens of Ravenswood to impress upon the governor the dire need to complete 

what missing link to the community?  

 

3. The decision to build the Kaiser Aluminum plant in Ravenswood dramatically transformed the 

community forever. The __________ production workers and ______________ construction workers 

would multiply the Ravenswood population by a staggering ______________ times the original size 

of the community. What improvements were forced upon the community as a result of the dramatic 

increase in population? 

 

4. What state-of-the-art facility did Kaiser Aluminum build and lease to the town for $1 per year?  

 

Think Critically: The 1950s was largely a decade of prosperity for many Americans, including those living 

in Ravenswood. Evaluate Ravenswood’s role in the global economy as it relates to national/international 

business and trade. What potential uses does aluminum have in the marketplace? Describe the transformation 

that Ravenswood underwent because of the Kaiser Aluminum plant. 

 



 

  



  



 

 


