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Name ______________________________________ Date _______________ Period ________
Congressional Debates on the Admission of West Virginia
Directions: Navigate to http://www.wvculture.org/history/statehood/statehood13.html  and answer the following questions.

1.  On what day did Senator Waitman T. Willey present the formal petition to the United States Senate for the admission of West Virginia to the Union?

 2.  What changes did John S. Carlile make to the bill before it came before the Committee on Territories? What did the statehood leaders back home think about this?

3.  What did the Willey Amendment call for?

4.  What were the final Senate vote totals for West Virginia statehood?

      For ________      Against ______  

5.  How did Senator John S. Carlile vote on the bill?  What happened to him because of his vote?

6.  How did the House of Representatives vote on the West Virginia Statehood Bill?

For _____   Against _____
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Congressional Debates on the Admission of West Virginia

Answer Key

1.  On what day did Senator Waitman T. Willey present the formal petition to the United States Senate for the admission of West Virginia to the Union?

May 29, 1862

 2.  What changes did John S. Carlile make to the bill before it came before the Committee on Territories? What did the statehood leaders back home think about this?


Carlile added 15 counties to the state, called for the gradual emancipation of slaves and required 

the new state to hold another constitutional convention.   Statehood leaders back home were very 

upset.

3.  What did the Willey Amendment call for?


The amendment called for the gradual emancipation of slavery.

4.  What were the final Senate vote totals for West Virginia statehood?

      For ___23_____      Against __17____  

5.  How did Senator John S. Carlile vote on the bill?  What happened to him because of his vote?


Carlile voted against the bill and it ruined his political career in West Virginia.

6.  How did the House of Representatives vote on the West Virginia Statehood Bill?


For ___96___  Against __55___
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