
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

March 2 

On March 2, 1915, an explosion at Layland in Fayette County killed 112 

coal miners. 

 CSO: SS.8.9, ELA.8.1, ELA.8.2, ELA.8.3 

Investigate the Document: (Department of Mines Annual Report, 1915) 

1. Read the full text within the report about the explosion at the Fayette County mine and summarize its 

contents—cause(s), fatalities, significant persons, rescue efforts, noteworthy details (3-5 paragraphs). 

 

2. The fan surviving the explosion was an important detail for rescue efforts because…  

 

3. How was this specific mine generally regarded? Safe? Dangerous? 

 

4. What was cited as the cause of the explosion in the report? 

 

Think Critically: How would you describe the conditions that coal miners worked in during the early 

twentieth century? Are there any specific conclusions you can draw from this report? How can this specific 

mine tragedy be combined with others to create a more complete or comprehensive understanding of the 

evolution of the coal industry in West Virginia? 

 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

  



 


