
 

  
ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

March 5 

On March 5, 1917, John J. Cornwell of Hampshire County was 

inaugurated as governor of West Virginia. 

 CSO: SS.8.24, ELA.8.3, ELA.8.4, ELA.8.40 

Investigate the Document: (Theodore Roosevelt the American, Address by John Jacob Cornwell, Go 15. 

2: 1919c) 

1. What literary device does Governor Cornwell use in his introduction to show that death comes for 

everyone, not just the common citizen? 

 

2. What attitude did the speech convey? Was Governor Cornwell’s address favorable towards Theodore 

Roosevelt?  

 

3. Cornwell felt that Roosevelt’s moral and political courage were as equal as his 

____________________.  

 

4. What was the nickname of the volunteer infantry regiment that was commanded by Theodore 

Roosevelt in Cuba, during the Spanish-American War?  

 

5. What is the best (most convincing or most thought-provoking) part of Governor Cornwell’s speech? 

 

Think Critically: Summarize how Governor Cornwell describes the experiences that led and prepared 

Theodore Roosevelt to become the President of the United States. How does the author describe Teddy’s 

character? How does the author make it seem like Teddy was born to work in politics? Does this address 

shed any light on Governor Cornwell’s disposition? Knowing the period in which Governor Cornwell held 

office, what issues do you think he faced during his term?   

 

 



 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 


